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Local Lawyers –

Welcome

I am finding this part of the magazine 
unusually difficult as I know it is the 
last one I shall ever write. And there 
is also  disappointment because this 
issue is smaller than usual.

For a little while now we have been 
producing a 64 page magazine, al-
though occasionally we have had 
to scrape around for a few “Internet 
sourced” scraps to fill up the holes - 
not a lot -  but enough to dilute the 
pure ‘Settle and District’ ethos we 
have always tried to follow.

But this issue is smaller than that. 
Perhaps the difficulties caused by 
the rising cost of living and the wide-
spread discontent has dampened 
enthusiasm for literary endeavour. 
I hope not as the new team taking 
over will need your enthusiastic par-
ticipation and support. It is no easy 
task meeting deadlines even if you 
think you have plenty of time - it is 
amazing how quickly it passes.

My personal apologies for the late-
ness of this one. It is entirely my 
fault but it should be out in time 
for Christmas! It is clearly long past 
time I retired - I no longer feel enthu-
siam at the start of each production 
cycle - more dread that I must stir 
from my habitual sloth

So, with my usual December finale, 
may you have a happy and joyful 
Christmas and peaceful and pros-
perous New Year.

Alastair Cook
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A Fond Farewell

When sitting down to write this - with 
a blank piece of paper - unfortunate-
ly accompanied by a blank mind - I 
was at an immediate loss. How do I 
say goodbye to an audience (both of 
you!) such as yourselves.

The simple answer is to say thank you 
for your tolerance and support over 
the last 16½ years. Most of all to the 
poor benighted folk who had the du-
bious privilege of doing all the jobs I 
didn’t want to do/like - most recently 
Barry and Ian. To the advertisers, 
almost all local businesses, whose 
willingness to provide the money to 
support this project over the last 30 
odd years has never failed. We may  
have sailed a bit close to the wind 
on occasion but their support has 
kept us solvent. No executive lunch-
es or frills and Covid put an end to 
our annual gatherings to say thank 
you to the hardy souls who deliver 
the magazine. Their willingness and 
determination is of course normal in 
the Settle district but to do it with-
out complaint in all weathers for no 
reward remains salutary - an exam-
ple for all. My job, sitting in an office 
taking a break when I felt like it was 
a relative sinecure.

Last, but by no means least, thank 
you citizens of Settle and District 
for not taking “affirmative action” to 
make me shut up!

It has been a great privilege to try 
and provide news and entertainment 

over the last 93 issues. I have looked 
back over those issues (well some of 
them!) and the very first editorial I 
wrote asked for readers to support 
our advertisers. That advice/request 
is still appropriate. Those advertisers 
are almost exclusively your fellow 
citizens and this has been a commu-
nity venture from its inception - we 
ARE all in this together, 

Long may that continue. 

Valete  

(about the last Latin word I know....)

Alastair
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Friends of the Dales - Online 
Talks Programme

All digital talks can now be booked 
via the online ticketing platform, 
Eventbrite. The Zoom link for the 
talk will be sent out via email in the 
usual way a few days prior to the 
scheduled talk.

Both talks can be booked via 
our Events page: https://friend-
softhedales.org.uk/events

Or via: www.eventbrite.com/cc/
friends-of-the-dale-autumn-winter-
talk-programme-2567229

Online Talks: 

Funding for Sustainable Busi-
ness & Community Projects in the 

Dales 
Wednesday 6 December, - slightly 

later time of 5.00pm

This talk is pitched at businesses, 
community groups and individuals 
wanting to find out more about how 
the Yorkshire Dales National Park’s 
Sustainable Development Fund can 
support projects that aim to promote 
a more sustainable way of living in, 
working in or visiting the National 
Park. Meet Andrea Burden, Sustain-

able Development Officer for the 
Park who will introduce the scheme, 
the funding available and how to 
apply. Edward Sexton of Clapham 
based Glencroft will then reveal how 
the fund helped kick-start his com-
pany’s now successful ‘farm to yarn’ 
project - Clapdale Wool - buying 
fleeces from farms within a 5-mile 
radius and transforming them into 
Yorkshire-made hand-knit yarn.

Access the Dales

Wednesday 17 January, 4.30pm

Since becoming a wheelchair user in 
2011, Debbie North has campaigned 
tirelessly to break down barriers and 
promote countryside accessibility 
for all. Founding the charity, Access 
the Dales, whose motto is ‘making 
the inaccessible accessible’, there 
are now nine ‘free to borrow’ all 
terrain wheelchairs available from 
designated sites across the Dales. 
Debbie was also appointed Cabinet 
Office Disability and Access ambas-
sador for the Countryside in 2022. 
This talk offers a unique opportunity 
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to learn about the successes and im-
provements Debbie’s campaigning 
has achieved, along with the chal-
lenges still to surmount.

https://friendsofthedales.org.uk

Settle photographer John Bentley 
has a new book, ‘Hill Farming 

in the North of England’, which has 
just been published by Amberley 
books. The book has over 
200 photographs taken by 
John over the past decade, 
most of which were taken in 
the Yorkshire Dales, includ-
ing the cover picture, which 
shows shepherds on the 
summit of Ingleborough 
at 6am in June, preparing 
to gather the sheep down 
from the fell and back to the 
farms for shearing. The book 
features some spectacular 
landscapes and covers the seasonal 
activities on upland farms, such as 
lambing, haymaking and tupping, 

as well as shows, auction mart sales 
and sheepdog trials. Photos were 
taken on many different farms and 
at shows and sales, in the Yorkshire 
Dales, Cumbria and the North East. 

‘Hill Farming in the North of Eng-
land’ is available (£18.99) from the 
Folly Museum, Limestone Books 

Horton Gather

Lambing
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and other local outlets. National 
book chains and online retailers can 
also supply copies or it can also be 
ordered directly from Amberley, the 
publishers - http://www.amberley-
books.com

Sheep at Selside

Tan Hill Show

l

WWiinnddooww  ddrreessssiinnggss  
ttoo  ssuuiitt  yyoouu  aanndd  yyoouurr  rroooomm

We provide home consultations, a wide choice of
 fabrics, poles, tiebacks, trimmings and all things 

needed to create a beautiful window dressing.

l luxury curtains l roman blinds l 
box cushions l scatter cushions l 
roller,vertical and venetian blinds
and much more

Based in Long Preston, North Yorkshire

07891 217188 www.slsinteriors.co.uk

BBeeaauuttiiffuull,,  bbeessppookkee
ssoofftt  ffuurrnniisshhiinnggss
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Across
5   Branched horn on deer’s head. (6)
7   Idler. (8)
9   Hinged screen to protect driver’s 	
     eyes. (3,5)
10 Rubber seal in an engine. (6)
11 Seat mounted on springs. (7,5)
13 Climax. (6)
15 Induce to break the law. (6)
18 Sixteen years old. (3,2,7)
21 Poor soul. (6)
22 Demanding. (8)
23 -------- Bucket, played by Patricia    	
     Routledge. (8)
24 Child’s word for a horse. (3-3)

Down 
1   European country. (8)
2   Prayer (archaic). (6)
3   Monocle. (8)
4  One who speaks insultingly. (6)
6  Psychological disorder. (8)
7  Libretto. (6)
8  Compound excreted in urine. (4)
12 Weapons. (8)
14 Large mammal ‘in the room’. (8)
16 Infatuated. (8)
17 Once again. (6)
18 Assault. (6)
19 Citrus fruit. (6)
20 Hee-haw. (4)

Set by Ian Gray, Answers page 24
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RREEDDHHEEAADDSS  CCOOAALL
YOUR LOCAL SUPPLIER KEEPING YOUR HOME FIRES BURNING

ll    MMAASSSSIIVVEE  RRAANNGGEE  OOFF  SSMMOOKKEELLEESSSS  FFUUEELLSS
ll    SSEEAASSOONNEEDD  AANNDD  KKIILLNN  DDRRIIEEDD  HHAARRDDWWOOOODD  LLOOGGSS
ll    KKIINNDDLLIINNGG  WWOOOODD
ll    BBOOTTTTLLEEDD  CCAALLOORR  GGAASS
ll    BBIIOOMMAASSSS  WWOOOODD  PPEELLLLEETT  SSUUPPPPLLIIEERR

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE, QUALITY OR SERVICE - SO GIVE US A CALL

rreeddhheeaaddssccooaall@@oouuttllooookk..ccoommwwwwww..tthhoommaassrreeddhheeaadd..ccoo..uukk
015242 41626
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Craven CLT was set up in 2019 as 
a ‘not-for-profit’ Community Benefit 
Society (regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority) with the object 
of providing more affordable hous-
ing in the Craven area for local peo-
ple. Their Board is made up of local 
volunteers, including representation 
from Settle Town Council and York-
shire Dales Millennium Trust.

Craven Community Land Trust 
update

In the August issue of SCN, I talked 
about the difficulties faced by peo-
ple in Settle/Giggleswick in getting 
hold of genuinely affordable hous-
ing. This is something that is true in 
most parts of the UK, but especially 
here where there is so much housing 
that is taken up by second homes or 
holiday homes. Housing available 
for rent in this area is always in short 
supply and comparatively very ex-
pensive.

This, in turn, means that many local 
people are having to look for cheaper 
housing further away. This, in turn, 
can lead to problems keeping in 
touch with family, accessing schools 
and travelling back for employment. 
It’s one reason why so many places 

in town always seem to be looking 
for staff.

The article referred to the efforts be-
ing made by Craven Community 
Land Trust (Craven CLT*) – a local 
not-for-profit organisation - to try 
and do something about this, even 
asking whether anyone living in the 
area might be able to consider mak-
ing available a piece of land, or a 
house, which could be used for rent-
ing out to people unable to afford 
market rents.

Happily, we had some positive re-
sponses: a couple of people pointed 
us towards sites that could be used 
for housing of this type; one fam-
ily even offered a piece of their own 
land for nothing, if it was thought to 
be in a suitable location – sadly, it 
wasn’t, but such a kind thought. And 
another person came forward want-
ing to donate their own house for the 

Stainforth, Horton-in-Ribblesdale

e-mail:cecclestons@gmail.com
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CLT to use at a point in the future 
when they would no longer need it 
themselves – amazing!

So – recognising that there are peo-
ple locally who share the CLT’s am-
bitions, we have decided to take the 
next step and try to organise a Hous-
ing Needs Survey for the area. This 
is a survey that we are hoping will 
go to everyone living in Settle and 
Giggleswick asking them for their 
views on housing in this area, and 
whether they, or anyone in their own 
family, is, or will be looking for genu-
inely affordable housing in the near 
future. The information gained from 
the survey will be used to compile 
an independent report on the type 
and amount of such housing need-
ed, and that report will in turn be 
used to support our future efforts to 
achieve tangible support for housing 
projects here. 

We hope the Survey will be being 
delivered to all local addresses ear-
ly in the New Year, and it would be 
great if you, and anyone you know, 
could complete and return it so that 
the information provided is as full as 
it can be – and the report can be as 
accurate as possible. 

So – please watch out for it dropping 
through your door! And for a future 
article in SCN which will report the 
results and tell you what the CLT 
aims to do next.

Nick Abbey, 

Board member, Craven CLT 

There are other ways to help Cra-
ven CLT; anyone can apply to 

join as a member for £1 (one pound) 
by visiting our website at Cravenclt.
co.uk or contacting the secretary, 
Jane Cotton, on cravenclt@gmail.
com. The more members we have, 
the more we can show there is strong 
local support for what we are trying 
to do. 

Any homes eventually developed by 
Craven CLT will be let to local peo-
ple and have an “asset lock”, which 
means that they will always be 
owned by the community and can-
not be sold. 

 

Mar�n Peacock Architectural Services Limited
Building Surveys to prepare plans for Planning 

and Buildings Regula�ons Approval
Project Management
Professional Service

Office: 01943 816 082 Mobile: 07765 224 261
email: mp-as@btconnect.com

Web: www.mp-as.co.uk
PR Number: F3249
Company Registra�on No: 10739145

Scott Sanderson
Painter & Decorator

13 Ingfield Lane
Settle
North Yorkshire
BD24 9BA

Estimates given

01729 825670
07745 155871
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Transport News in the 
Settle Area

I had only just started writing this ar-
ticle when the welcome news arrived 
that the government had made a U-
turn on the proposed ticket office 
closures. Of course, this is excellent 
for Settle as the staffed ticket office is 
much appreciated by the many who 
regularly seek advice on their travel 
arrangements. Who would have 
thought it? Passengers actually pre-
fer to deal with a real person rath-
er than a machine! It has certainly 
been an emotive issue, resulting in 
some 750,000 objections and, had 
it gone through, would have dispro-
portionately affected those with dis-
abilities and mobility issues. 

Having said all that, the direction 
of travel is inevitably towards fewer 
ticket offices and, for most of the 
stations on our line, the ticket office 
facilities disappeared 50-60 years 
ago. Indeed, many European coun-

tries have dispensed with most of 
their ticket offices, however, there 
is one major difference. Unlike our 
European counterparts we have 
the most outdated and complicated 
ticket system which has its origins in 
Victorian times – a sad irony for the 
country that invented railways. As 
the recent Transport Select Commit-
tee concluded, we urgently need re-
form of the ticket system before an-
ything else. My own view, for what 
it’s worth is that we will still need to 
retain ‘hubs’ where people can go 
for additional assistance and advice, 
much in the same way the stations 
at Settle and Appleby currently pro-
vide.

As we approach the winter months 
there is little optimism that the in-
dustrial action on the railway is 
nearing any sort of conclusion. It 
might be tempting fate but, at the 
time of writing, there are no new 
dates announced and the unions are 
required to give 14 days’ notice to 

Coming....
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the railway authorities. To say that 
the travelling public are getting a lit-
tle weary is perhaps an understate-
ment. For those attempting to reach 
employment or college it is a major 
problem when services are cancelled 
for whatever reason. However, there 
are those who have simply not been 
able to make long term plans to trav-
el for fear that these might ultimately 
be thwarted. Similarly, any disrup-
tion undoubtedly has an effect on 
the local tourist industry.

Whilst somewhat distant from Set-
tle, most will be aware of the recent 
decision to truncate the HS2 line at 
Birmingham. The argument for con-
struction in the first place can now 
be viewed as deeply flawed. Study 
of the railway map will show that 
there are already two main lines be-
tween Birmingham and London and 
shortly there will be a third. Surely 
any extra capacity was required fur-
ther north. Indeed, why didn’t they 
start construction from the north as 
that would have made much more 
sense? The second major flaw is 
the necessity for ‘high speed’ in a 
country as small as ours. For most 
folks, the issue of saving a few min-
utes travel time would be of little 
consequence and, I suspect that 
ticket costs and reliability are much 
greater issues. The additional cost of 
achieving high speed is considerable 
with much straighter tracks and tun-
nelling required. 

However, there may be some divi-
dend to reach the area if the mon-

ies saved are used to support im-
proved local bus services and also 
the much-needed improvements in 
east-west rail connectivity across 
the Pennines. Perhaps somebody 
should be reminded that we already 
have a well-constructed and under-
used resource in the Leeds-Settle-
Carlisle line? Whilst this has loading 
gauge restrictions and cannot ac-
cept container traffic it would make 
an ideal fast passenger alternative 
to the north. Also, not forgetting the 
Morecambe line as a potential east-
west route. We do not make best use 
of the lines that already exist.

We continue to monitor the services 
on the S&C on a daily basis, a some-
times tedious task. Performance 
overall can perhaps be characterised 
as ‘much of the same’. Whilst oc-
casionally we see a glimmer of im-
provement, during October, trains 
ran late by 10 minutes or more on 
19% of occasions whilst 3.5% of 
services were lost to strike or can-
cellation. In addition, 20% of trains 
were short-formed, that is, below 
their promised allocation with re-
sulting crowding on some services. 
Whilst the number of cancellations 
appeared to have decreased on pre-
vious months, in other respects the 
service performance has deteriorat-
ed. This is bad news particularly for 
those trying to commute. 

Of course, the anticipated autumn 
leaf-fall is now upon us and creates 
mayhem on the railways forming a 
Teflon-like coating on the wheels and 
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causing low adhesion. The residue is 
removed with high pressure water. 
However, things do not always go to 
plan as the so-called ‘rail head treat-
ment train’ recently broke down in 
Settle station. Passenger trains were 
suspended whilst the train was re-
moved. We also suffered two days 
of severe disruption due to storm 
Babette, this time causing flooding 
in the Aire valley. Trains were neces-
sarily terminated at Skipton. 

We have recently been advised that 
the stock allocation for the S&C will 
be reduced over the winter period 
which is not good news with the an-
ticipated increase in passengers over 
the holiday period. Naturally, we 
have cautioned against this. Briefly, 
the 3 -car services will remain the 
same whilst most of the 4-car servic-
es will reduce to 2-car. However, the 
good news (there has to be some) is 
that there will be the usual winter 
offer for Dales Railcard holders. At 
the time of writing the precise details 

are awaited but likely to be 50% off 
the price of a standard day ticket to 
anywhere on the line. Sadly, the pre 
0815 exclusion remains in force for 
weekday use.

The Friends also maintain an inter-
est in local bus services with several 
members actively involved in the vol-
unteer management of DalesBus. We 
have also provided financial support 
to a number of local services over 
the years, this year including the 563 
from Kirkby Stephen to Penrith and 
855 from Garsdale to Hawes. It has 
indeed been a good year for Dales-
Bus services with passenger figures 
on the Saturday, Sunday and bank 
holiday services expected to be well 
in excess of 52,000. The government 
fare cap has, no doubt, been a factor 
in the recent numbers. Incidentally, 
as some will have seen in the local 
press, DalesBus recently reached 
another major milestone in carrying 
500,000 passengers since inception 
in 2005! A creditable achievement. 
Planning has already commenced 

for the 2024 
season, and it 
hoped to rein-
state several 
of the Sunday 
services in 
the Settle area 
which have 
not material-
ised this year. 
However, there 
are major chal-
lenges to over-.... and going
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come in funding and also seeking 
adjustments to the rail timetable to 
enable buses to connect. 

Recently we were advised that the 
government supported £2 fare cap 
will now continue until the end of 
October 2024 which is good news. 
Indeed, there is no better time get out 
and use the local bus services, per-
haps in conjunction with the train. 
The 580/581/582 still provides the 
regular Mon-
day-Saturday 
connection to 
Skipton, Kirk-
by Lonsdale 
and Lancaster 
whilst the No. 
11 provides a 
useful Mon-
day-Saturday 
service to Hor-
ton and Tos-
side. These 
services all call 
at the Market 
Place, Settle. 
Further up the S&C the Western 
Dales Bus provides the Saturday 
S1 connection from Dent Station to 
Sedbergh and Kendal. From Gars-
dale Station, the Little White Bus 
provides a Monday-Saturday con-
nection to Hawes. From Kirkby Ste-
phen station, the Stagecoach 563 
to Penrith connects with the north-
bound train from Settle at 0940 on 
Saturdays and an ideal way of reach-
ing Ullswater with a quick change at 
Penrith. For details of all these ser-

vices please see www.dalesbus.org 

Please do get out and use the bus 
and rail services (including the 
Morecambe line) and for assistance 
on any local transport matter please 
feel free to contact john.carey@
settle-carlisle.com and I would be 
pleased to help.

John Carey 

Friends of the Settle Carlisle Line

GENERAL GARDENING AND LANDSCAPING

015242 6203807759 680938

MARK WATSON

General gardening, landscaping, raised 

beds, mowing, strimming, hedge cutting,

turfing power washing, loft insulating, 

interior and exterior painting.

Raised beds

Mowing and strimming

Hedge cutting

Turfing

Power washing

Fencing

l

l l

l l

l

Also interior and exterior painting 

and loft insulation
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Designers, suppliers & installers
of quality German kitchens.

Call in at one of our beautiful showrooms in
Lower Bentham or Kirkby Lonsdale

www.butlerinteriors.co.uk

Butler Interiors
Low Mills
Mill Lane
Low Bentham
Lancaster
LA2 7FL

015242 63388 015242 37747

Next125 Kitchens
Lane House Business Park

Kendal Road
Kirkby Lonsdale

Cumbria
LA6 2HH

Fully Licenced Café & Restaurant
Serving home cooked meals with locally sourced ingredients

Specials Board available everyday
Local Real Ales from 3 Peaks Brewery

We can cater for all kinds and sizes of func�on: 
Func�on suite, training and mee�ng rooms available
Open from 9am until 9pm everyday through summer

Knight Stainforth Hall Camping & Caravan Park, Li�le Stainforth, Se�le

01729 822200
e-mail: info@the-knights-table.co.uk
Website:  www.the-knights-table.co.uk
Facebook:  eat at the knights table
Twi�er: @knights_Table_
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Giggleswick & Settle 
Brass Band revitalizes it’s 

Beginner Brass Band

Local  Brass  Band,  Giggleswick & 
Settle    has restarted its junior band in 
an effort to encourage young players 
to start up and join; as well as to 
welcome back  older  brass  players 
who maybe gave up, are a little rusty 
or just want to have a go.

Amelia, 19,  was thrilled to be 
back involved with it, “The ju-
nior brass band helped me improve 
so much when I started out and 
helped my transition up to the regu-
lar band; so, I am glad to see it re-
start and now I can help encourage 
the next set of players”

Any ability is welcome 
and there are some in-
struments  available if 
you don’t have your 
own.  With the young-
est member 7 and the 
oldest 95, you really 
can take up  brass  at 
any age.		
	

It got  Kathy  back 
into  brass, “I hadn’t 
played since I was 18 
and to restart, 20 years 
later, was such a joy 
- the  brass  band  are 
a  great group of fun 
people and have been 
great in encouraging me and helping 
me to get back into music.”

Bandleader, Kevin stressed the im-
portance of inspiring the next gener-
ation, “The average age of our brass 
band is well over 40 – If we want 
to continue long-term, we need to 
get everyone – young and old play-
ing and creating the next generation 
of Giggleswick & Settle Brass Band”.

So if you know of any bud-
ding brass players or any youngsters 
wanting to get involved just bring 
them along to a rehearsal: every 
Wednesday 6.45 – 7.15pm at Settle 
Conservative Club.

For more details contact Kathy Swin-
scoe (07531440100),  kathy.swins-
coe@gmail.com or just turn up!

Picture is of Arthur, 95 and Walter, 
7.
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Settle Energy Local Club 

Thank you to everyone who came 
along to our information session 
on 19th October.  It was great that 
so many people were there to hear 
our plans and to ask questions.  We 
are still taking expressions of inter-
est in joining the club – as a con-
sumer member, a generator member 
or both, so do get in touch if you 
wish to know more.  We are aiming 
to launch the club early in the New 
Year, after registering it as a co-op 
with the financial conduct authority. 

Is your home losing heat?

Adding or increasing insulation to 
your home is one way of reducing 
your energy bills, at relatively low 
cost. We have a thermal imaging 
camera available to use in assess-
ing if and where your home might 
be losing heat and where insulation 
might help. To borrow the camera 
please contact us on the email be-
low. North Yorkshire Council have 
Home Upgrade Grants available to 
help homes that are not on mains 
gas and have poor quality insula-
tion and inefficient heating systems. 
Grants can be used for improve-
ments such as insulation and solar 

panels to air source heat pumps and 
smart heating controls. 

New Co-ordinator for ACE

We are looking for a new co-ordina-
tor as I will be stepping down from 
the role next February. This is a 
great opportunity for someone wish-
ing to make a difference to how we 
can respond to the climate emergen-
cy. We will be discussing our 2024 
activities at December’s Green Cafe 
(see below) do join us then to find 
out more or arrange to have an ini-
tial chat with us – by contacting us 
on the email below.

ACE’s Winter Activities

Saturday 9th December (10.30-
12.30pm) Green Cafe at St John’s 
Methodist Church Hall. Join us to 
help shape our activities for 2024 
and how you can be involved. We 
are particularly looking for peo-
ple to help us run our events and 
with promoting what we do. We 
will also have fair-trade goods to 
buy for Christmas. 

Free.  All Welcome. Cafe fair-
trade teas, coffees and mince pies 
(10.30am-12 Noon).

Website:  acesettleandarea.org   
Email: acesettleandarea@gmail.com

Social media: Facebook & Twitter as 
ACE Settle 

Sarah Wiltshire. 

ACE Settle Co-ordinator                          
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Voter ID concerns raised by 
official reports

Just after the deadline for the Oc-
tober edition of Settle and District 
Community News the Electoral 
Commission released its full report 
on Voter ID at the May 2023 local 
elections. Previous issues of Com-
munity News had covered the intro-
duction of Voter ID and had high-
lighted a number of concerns. 
The Commission’s report at: htt-
ps://www.electoralcommission.org.
uk/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/
elections-and-referendums/our-re-
ports-and-data-past-elections-and-
referendums/report-may-2023-local-
elections-england found that the 
new arrangements had a dispropor-
tionate effect on disabled and un-
employed voters, who were more 
likely not to vote due to not having 
ID. It also found a greater propor-
tion of 18-25-year-olds as well as 
people from ethnic minority back-
grounds said they had turned up to 
polls without ID. There also tended 
to be a higher proportion of people 
turned away for lacking ID in more 
deprived areas than in more pros-
perous places.
The disenfranchising effect of the 
new voting measures was very like-
ly to be proportionately greater in a 
general election.  In the May elec-
tions, 4% of people who did not vote 
said it was because of voter ID.  In 
a general election that could mean 
nearly 1 million people staying away 
from the polls.

There has also been significant criti-
cism over the limited number of ac-
ceptable forms of ID, which include 
a series of documents issued to older 
people but almost none issued to 
younger ones, such as travel passes 
and student documents.

As a result the report recommended 
a number of changes to the ID rules 
including reviewing the types of ac-
ceptable ID, allowing for vouching 
(where one voter attests for anoth-
er), giving people without an ac-
cepted form of ID more time to ap-
ply for a Voter Authority Certificate, 
and to improve the data collected 
on who is affected by voter ID. The 
report concluded: “It is crucial that 
improvements are made at the ear-
liest opportunity, particularly given 
there are important elections that 
are due to be held during the next 
18 months, to improve accessibil-
ity and support those people who 
do not have an accepted form of 
ID” Meanwhile a report by the Lo-
cal Government Information Unit: 
‘The Impact of Voter ID: The Views 
of Administrators’ https://lgiu.org/
wp-content/uploads/2023/09/The-
impact-of-voter-ID-the-views-of-ad-
ministrators.pdf warned that it “is 
still not clear that voter ID brings any 
benefits to the process” of elections 
and that electoral administrators did 
not see personation fraud “as a ma-
jor issue” prior to the 2023 elections. 
It warned that voter ID had put ad-
ditional pressures on electoral and 
polling station staff and warned that 
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action was needed to “stop these 
invisible pressures from developing 
into unignorable election failures.”

Most would agree that we should 
strengthen our democracy by in-
creasing turnout and improving ac-
cess to voting, not imposing unnec-
essary barriers to voters.

With just one conviction and one 
caution for personation fraud re-
corded at the 2019 election, voter 
ID was always a solution in search 
of a problem. Now these two reports 
show that it has caused problems 
with our elections that were not 
there before.

But leave the last words to the poli-
ticians. Responding to the Electoral 
Commission’s report, MP for Vaux-

hall, London, Florence Eshalomi, 
the shadow minister (Cabinet Of-
fice), called for a review of the policy. 
She said: “This extremely concern-
ing report brings into sharp focus the 
consequences of the Tories’ failed 
photo ID regulations. It’s wrong that 
the Conservatives have snatched the 
ability of legitimate voters to have a 
say in their services and society.”

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s official 
spokesperson said the government 
would consider the findings of the 
report, adding: “We have said that 
we would learn any lessons from 
this initial rollout.”

Barry White
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Anne Galloway is North 
Yorkshire volunteer of 

the year

Settle Pool trustee Anne Galloway 
has been named North Yorkshire 
volunteer of the year.

Anne received her award from North 
Yorkshire council chair Coun. David 
Ireton, at a ceremony in Harrogate, 
organised by the council, to recog-
nise the contribution that the com-
munity organisations and volunteers 
make to life across the county.

Alongside the award the pool will re-
ceive a £1,000 cash donation.

A video made by the council’s 
communications team highlighted 
Anne’s role as the inspiration behind 
the pool charity shop. The shop has 
played a crucial role in the transfor-

mation of Settle pool at a time when 
many other public swimming pools 
across the country have been forced 
to close as a result of soaring costs 
and reduced public funding. 

It was seven years ago on a visit to 
Kirkcudbright in Scotland that Anne 

saw how the local com-
munity swimming pool 
was able to finance itself 
by running a charity shop.  
She persuaded Settle 
pool supporters to follow 
this example and after a 
great deal of work behind 
the scenes the pool shop 
opened in May 2017. 

Since then it has generat-
ed a steady flow of income 
for the pool. This has 
made possible the major 
redevelopment work com-
pleted just over a year ago 
and has gone some way 
towards off-setting  soaring 

energy bills. Recently a second pop 
up shop (next to the Royal Oak in 
the centre of Settle) has opened to 
sell the larger and more expensive 
items that have been given by gener-
ous local supporters.

Anne has been a pool trustee since 
2013. In addition to her role in de-
veloping the charity shop and now 
the new pop up shop, she leads the 
trustee’s group on staff development. 
Over the past year she has devoted 
a great deal of time to helping see 
through the staff changes result-
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ing from the expansion of the pool 
to include the new dry space area, 
known as  fitSpace, and the creation 
of enhanced catering facilities.

Anne said: “Whilst I am delighted to 
receive this award, all the work that I 
have put in would have meant noth-
ing without the efforts of our other 
trustees, volunteers and the pool 
staff. The continuing success of Set-
tle pool is based around the commit-
ment shown by the whole commu-
nity and not least those who donate 
and buy from our charity shops. The 
award really belongs to all of them.”

Colin Coleman chair of the pool 
trustees said: “Anne is 100 per cent 
committed to the pool. I am sure she 
spends more time here and at the 
charity shop than she does at home.  
She richly deserves the accolade 
of North Yorkshire volunteer of the 
year.”

The mood of celebration at Anne’s 
success was however dampened 
when news came through that Sport 
England had failed to allocate the 
pool any of the £20m of govern-
ment money promised to help public 
swimming pools and leisure centres 
across England cope with rising run-
ning costs.

Settle pool had bid for £20,000. But 
whilst 196 pools in 103 local au-
thorities were given funding; in the 
case of the Leisure Centre Keighley 
more than £300,000, no money was 
allocated to Settle or any of the other 
pools in North Yorkshire, including 

Craven Leisure in Skipton, that had 
been included in the county’s bid.

Sport England said the pools receiv-
ing funding were chosen on the basis 
of “their risk of closure, the proxim-
ity to other swimming pools provid-
ing public swimming, and the level 
of demand for the facility.”

A further £40m of public funding is 
due to be allocated at a later date, 
with the specific aim of helping im-
prove energy efficiency. Settle pool 
will be making an application under 
this heading.

On a more positive note the pool has 
now been connected to the B4RN in-
ternet service provider, meaning that 
pool staff and customers using the 
pool café will enjoy some of the fast-
est and most reliable internet con-
nections in the area.  A trench bring-
ing the cable from Stackhouse to the 
pool was dug in early November and 
the final work done later that month.

FFrreesshh  pprroodduuccee::  
FFlloowweerrss,,  FFrruuiitt,,  VVeeggeettaabblleess  &&  GGiiffttss

The Shambles, Settle, BD24 9EH
(Down the steps at the left)

Local deliveries      Tel: 01729 824625
e-mail:vault1789@outlook.com
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SSEETTTTLLEE  CCOOAALL  CCOO..  LLTTDD
Station Road, Settle, N. Yorks BD24 9AB

01729 822534
info@settlecoal.co.uk

DELIVERY OR COLLECTION OF
SOLID FUELS,  LOGS AND KINDLING

WE ALSO SUPPLY A COMPLETE  RANGE
OF BUILDING MATERIALS
! WANEY LAP FENCING
! WOODEN AND CONCRETE POSTS
! NATURAL STONE & CONCRETE FLAGS
! DECORATIVE GRAVELS
! ROOF SLATES

Visit our shop for a wide range of 
professional tools and engineering supplies.

including bearings, V-belts and 
made- to-order hydraulic pipes

TThhee  FFoooott  CClliinniicc
The Foot Clinic has been providing a full range

of foot/leg care treatments: 
Chiropody, Podiatry and Biomechanics 

at the Sidings, Settle since 1998. 
Fully trained and registered, we offer the 

highest quality, professional care.
! Corn and Callus (hard skin) removal
!   Nail cutting 
 !  In-growing toe nail treatment
!  Full biomechanical treatment for leg and foot
    injuries
 !  Specialists in Sports/running/walking injuries
!  Concessions for senior citizens Chiropody 
    on Fridays

Get the treatment you
need when you want it! 

0011772299  
882255990000

For personal and dignified service
With private Chapel of Rest

Unit 2 Kings Mill Lane, Settle
North Yorkshire BD24 9BS

01729 825444
24-hour service

Across: 5 Antler, 7 Layabout, 9 Sun 
visor, 10 Gasket, 11 Rocking chair, 
13 Finale, 15 Suborn, 18 Age of 
consent, 21 Wretch, 22 Exacting, 
23 Hyacinth, 24 Gee-gee. 
Down: 1 Slovakia, 2 Orison, 3 
Eyeglass, 4 Abuser, 6 Neurosis, 7 
Lyrics, 8 Urea, 12 Ordnance, 14 
Elephant, 16 Besotted, 17 Afresh, 
18 Attack, 19 Orange, 20 Bray. 
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London Restaurateurs Launch 
RIND - a cheese themed 

Pizza restaurant in 
conjunction with The 

Courtyard Dairy

I am thrilled to announce  the 
re-opening of The Courtyard 
Dairy’s Cheese Museum and, along-
side, a brand new venture as part of 
the unveiling of our new extension: 
RIND.  
RIND is the brainchild of Mathew 
Carver, who runs three success-
ful  cheese-orientated restaurants in 
London (including a sushi-belt style 
conveyor belt of cheese!)
Last year he agreed to cooperate 
with The Courtyard Dairy to develop 
a new concept up here in the York-
shire Dales.   The 27th October saw 
it formally open, and Kathy and I 
are thrilled to have somebody of this 
calibre offer fabulous food to go right 
alongside our award winning cheese 
shop and museum.
RIND focuses on sourdough pizzas 
cooked in their  600 degree wood-
fired oven!  Linking with The Court-
yard Dairy’s emphasis and ethos, 
each pizza focuses and uses quality 
British farmhouse cheese through-
out their menu.   Fabulous pizza, 
topped with outstanding cheeses. 
I hope Mathew and his team come 
to love Settle as much as I have over 
the last 11 years; and that he will be 
as well supported as we have been; 
which has enabled us to attract a 
business of this quality up here to 

join us.

The Courtyard Dairy cheese shop is 
open 9.30-5.30 everyday,  the RIND 
Restaurant opens 12-7.30pm Thurs-
day to Monday.

Missing no oppurtunity to showcase 
the best of Farmhouse Cheeses, the 
entrance is via the Cheese Shop! (Ed) 

CHRIS MARKLEW
JOINERY & CARPENTRY LTD

Est 1995
Local, Family run Joinery company

for all your Joinery
and Home Improvement Needs 

Call Chris
07813 754540         01729 822826
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The Churches of Settle and District wish you all  
a Peaceful Christmas and New Year 

 and invite you to their Services and events 
 
 

Holy Ascension Parish Church Settle 
 

10 Dec    2.00pm   Community Carol Concert 
17 Dec  11.00am   Morning Worship 
24 Dec    3.00pm   Crib Service 
             11.30pm   Midnight Communion Service 
 
St Alkelda's Giggleswick     

  3 Dec    6.00pm   Evensong - Advent Carols 
17 Dec    9.30am   Holy Communion 
17 Dec    6.00pm   Festival of 9 Lessons and Carols 
24 Dec  10.00am   Morning Worship 
24 Dec    6.00pm   Nativity Service 
25 Dec  10.00am   3 Parishes Christmas Worship 
 
Holy Trinity Rathmell   

10 Dec    6.30pm   Nine Lessons and Carols 
  24 Dec  9.30pm   ‘Midnight in Bethlehem’ Communion Service  
 
St John’s Langcliffe 
 

17 Dec    4.00pm   Village Carol Service 
24 Dec  11.30pm   Midnight Holy Communion  
31 Dec  10.30am   Holy Communion for our 3 Parishes 
 
St Peter’s Stainforth 
 

24 Dec    6.30pm   Village Carol Service 
25 Dec  10.30am   The Eucharist of Christmas Day 
 
St Oswald’s Horton in Ribblesdale 
 

17 Dec    6.30pm    Village Carol Service 
22 Dec  .        pm    Walking Nativity [evening] 
24 Dec  10.00pm    Midnight in Bethlehem, Holy Communion 
 
St Mary's and St Michael's Catholic Church Settle 
 

23 Dec   4.45 - 5.15   Confessions 
                5.30pm   Mass 
24 Dec   11.15am   Mass 
                5.30pm   First Mass of Christmas 
25 Dec  11.15am   Christmas Day Mass 
26 & 27 Dec           No Masses

Settle Christian Fellowship 
 

24 Dec  10.45am   Christmas Eve Service followed by mince pies 
25 Dec  10.30am   Christmas Celebration with Communion 
 
Settle Society of Friends 
 

24 Dec  10.30am   Meeting for Worship 
25 Dec  10.30am   All age Meeting for Worship 
 
St John’s Methodist Church Settle 
 

11 Dec    7.00pm   Soup-a-Carol  
24 Dec  10.30am   Morning Worship 
               6.30pm   Carols by Candlelight 
25 Dec  10.00am   Christmas Morning Worship 
31 Dec  10.30am   Songs of Praise 
 
Hellifield: Methodist [M] & St Aidan’s [StA] 
 

10 Dec  10.30pm Christmas Lego Church [M] 
17 Dec    2.00pm Carol Service [M] 
17 Dec    6.00pm Traditional Service of Nine Lessons & Carols [StA] 
24 Dec    9.30am Holy Communion [StA] 
               4.00pm Family Carols & Crib Service [StA]  

           11.30pm Midnight Mass (Holy Communion) [StA]  
25 Dec    9.30am Holy Communion [StA] 
 
St Mary’s Long Preston 
 

10 Dec    4.00pm Christingle: an informal service, 
 especially suitable for children 
24 Dec  11.00am Holy Communion 
                6.00pm Traditional Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
25 Dec  11.00am Holy Communion 
 
Austwick [A], Clapham [C], Eldroth [E], Keasden [K] 
 

10 Dec   7.00pm  Joint Clapham and Newby Carol Service [Newby Chapel] 
17 Dec   4.00pm  Carol Service [A] 
17 Dec   7.00pm  Nativity and Carol Service [E] 
21 Dec   7.00pm  Carols around the crib [K] 
24 Dec   3.00pm  Crib Service [A] 
24 Dec   5.00pm  Crib Service followed by short Holy Communion[C] 
24 Dec 11.30pm  Midnight Holy Communion [A] 
25 Dec   9.30am  Family Communion [E]  
25 Dec 11.00am  Family Communion [K] 
31 Dec 10.30am  Benefice New Year Holy Communion [K] 
 

Community Carol Singing: Tuesdays 12 & 19 Dec 
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Every Month
Every Tuesday

Settle Market, Market Place. Indoor Market at the Royal Oak – very early 
until late afternoon.

Community activities

Giggleswick Gardening Group: First Monday in the month. Litterpicking 
section. 10.00 am. Church Porch, St Alkelda’s, Contact Tony Carroll 

Rotary Club:  2nd and 4th Thursday each month at 6.30pm in the Maypole, 
Long Preston. All welcome. Secretary David Blackburne 01729 822445

Music

Settle Voices Choir: Every Monday (term time only). Catholic Church 
Hall, Tillman Close, Craven Terrace. 1- 3pm All welcome. For information 
contact Liz Eastman (01729) 823777

Langcliffe Singers: Every Tuesday Rehearsals at St John’s Hall Settle, 7.30 
– 9.30pm (term time only). Contact (01729) 825806

Settle Orchestra: Rehearsals every Friday evening during term time, St 
John’s Methodist Hall, 7.40 – 9.40pm . Strings especially welcome! Con-
tact (01729) 825806

St Alkelda’s  Church Choir: first Sunday in the month Sung Evensong, 
(Book of Common  Prayer) 5.00pm Giggleswick Parish Church

Please remember that these notifications are primarily for 

COMMUNITY GROUPS (ie non-commercial) and so are, 
alas, often out of date

There are also a limited number of commercial (=charged 
for per session) activities printed in green

Please check with the contact before trying to attend a new 
challenge!

Settle Town Council meetings are on the first Monday in the month (excl 
Bank Holidays) 7 p.m. at Settle Town Hall BD24 9EJ.

Agendas and Minutes will be posted in the Market Place Notice Board 
and on the website www.settletownncouncil.gov.uk 

Contact the clerk, Rebecca for further details, clerk@settletowncouncil.
gov.uk  01729 823617
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Black Horse Jazzmen at The Talbot Tuesdays Dec 12th & 19th, Jan 23rd, 
Feb 13th & 27th  8.30 - 10.15. Sitters in welcome. 
Further info:www.talbot.co.uk

Recreational

Settle Photographic Group: Every third Monday, St. Johns Methodist 
Church Hall and on Zoom, 7.30 – 9.30pm  and on the 1st Monday of the 
month, October – April. Visitors welcome. £4.00

Settle Rifle Club: Every Monday 7pm Giggleswick School cadet range (be-
hind St Alkelda’s Church)

Settle Bridge Club: Every Tuesday 7.00 – 9.30pm. online bridge using the 
RealBridge platform and every Thursday 1.30 - 4.30pm in person bridge at 
St John’s Church Hall. For more information  see https://www.bridgewebs.
com/settle/ or contact Rosie Sanderson 01729 825944 rosiesanderson19@
gmail.com

Settle Chess Club: Every Monday evening 6pm to 8ish at Settle Social 
Club, 10 Duke Street. All standards welcome. http://settlechessclub.uk

Monthly Whist Drives: Every second Tuesday Golden Lion Hotel, Hor-
ton-in-Ribblesdale 7.30pm. Tel. (01729) 860206

Action on Climate Emergency (ACE) Settle and Area: monthly Green Cafe 
second Saturday of each month 10.30 - 12.30 at Settle Methodist Church. 
Details about individual Cafes on the ACE website www.acesettleandarea.
org

Settle & District Gardening Club: Fourth Wednesday of the month Janu-
ary - May &  September - November at the Quaker Meeting House  2 pm 
to 4 pm. Visitors welcome  £5

Ingleborough Archaeology Group Third Monday of the month from 
October to April. Talks 7:30pm at Ingleton Community Centre. May to 
September monthly local guided walks/visits, For details, please see: in-
gleborougharchaeologygroup.org.uk or email: ingleborougharchaeology-
group@gmail.com

Sport and physical activities

Austwick Piccalillis Pickleball  Every Tuesday morning at Eldroth Vil-
lage Hall 10-1 Every Saturday morning at Giggleswick School 9.45-
11.45 Come & give it a try! Contact: austwickpickleball@gmail.com
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Table Tennis: Every Monday Hellifield Village Hall 7.15 – 9.15pm Contact 
Andy Crabtree (01729) 851806 

Langcliffe Table Tennis Club: Every Tuesday evening 7.00-9.00pm at 
Langcliffe Institute. All standards welcome. £2 per session. 3 tables avail-
able. Bats and balls provided. Contact: Shelley Woolley 01729 824189

Line dancing: Every Monday 7.00pm - 9.30pm. and Friday 2.00-4.00pm 
St John’s Church Hall All welcome. Proceeds to charity

Settle Badminton Club: Every Tuesday (Sept - April). Giggleswick School 
Sports Hall. 7.30 – 10.30pm Contact Ian Reid 07854 211114

Badminton: Every Tuesday Hellifield Village Institute 7.00 – 9pm. Contact 
Bob Moore (01729) 851660

North Craven Strollers: Every Wednesday meets at Millennium Garden, 
nr Booths Car Park, 1.30pm

Settle Harriers: Seniors Mondays and Wednesdays 7pm, Juniors Tues-
days 6pm. Contact Chris Beesley (07713247923)

Tennis:  Regular social and competitive tennis for all standards including 
beginners at Austwick Tennis Club. See https://www.austwicktennisclub.
co.uk/  for details of regular sessions.

Settle Area Swimming Pool: a wide variety of sessions for adults and chil-
dren – including lane swimming; fun sessions and water based exercises. 
Dry space activities including static cycle ‘spinning’, high intensity training 
and more gentle exercise  see https://www.settleswimmingpool.co.uk/ for 
timetable.

Chair-based exercise classes for Older Adults: Mondays 12noon 
Langcliffe Institute, Wednesdays 11am Limestone View, Thursdays 
10.15am Horton-in-Ribblesdale Village Hall, Balance & Leg Strength 
Class for Falls Awareness - Settle Swimming Pool. Call Jo Wulf for further 
details.07966 981985

Scottish Country Dancing: Every Thursday St John’s Hall 7.30pm with 
a fully qualified Scottish Country Dance teacher

Nordic walking: Yordic Walkers Mondays/Tuesdays 9am & Fridays 
10.30am - Moderate to vigorous 1 hour walks, Racing Snails Fridays 
2pm - slow & steady Nordic walks, 30 mins £5. Please book in 
advance: jowulf@wolftracks.co.uk / 07966 981985
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Support Groups
Amnesty International letter writing group. No longer meeting in person 
but continue their work on-line. A letter could help free a prisoner, stop 
an execution or help  a bereaved family obtain justice. Enquiries  Heather 
Chappell (01729) 268912

Age UK North Craven Trips for the over 60s. For destinations and prices 
etc. contact Sandra on (01729) 823066

Women’s Groups
Settle Women’s Institute Every first Wednesday St.John’s Church Hall,  2 
p.m. New members always welcome

Giggleswick with Settle Mothers’ Union Every second Wednesday St 
Alkeldas Church, Giggleswick, 2pm Contact: Branch Leader, Catie Jones, 
(01729) 822676 for more details

Giggleswick Women’s Institute Every first Thursday in the month we 
meet at 7.00pm at Settle swimming pool, Kendal Road, Giggleswick. 
New members & Visitors are always welcome. Follow us on our 
Facebook page. 
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J.MURFIN
Plumbing and Heating

Settle
Gas, Oil and LPG installations 

and servicing
New boilers with up to 10 years 

warranty included
Full bathroom installations

General plumbing
Competitive rates

Tel: 07870 164249 
        01729 825833
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Evening Temperance Bars at 
Settle Quakers

We have run a few evening Temper-
ance Bar events at the Settle Quaker 
Meeting House in the evenings over 
the summer. Picture above is Harry 
and Dave being Temperance bar 
men!

We have a small amount of fund-
ing for room hire and buying fancy 
cordials, teas and snacks from York-
shire Housing.

The idea is to offer an early even-
ing social venue where people of 
all ages (and well behaved dogs) 
can come and socialise without the 
presence of alcohol. In Settle after 
5pm the only venues open are pubs 
which are not always appropriate for 
families with children or for people 
wishing to avoid drinking.

Saturdays: 9th and 30th December 
13th and 27th January
4-8pm Quaker Meeting House in the 
small meeting room

All these will be alcohol free events, 
offering simple food like soup or a 
curry, snacks, cake and hot drinks 
and cordials. If you want to bring 
your own board games that is fine 
too.   

At some of these we will do simple 

craft activities like soap making and 
maybe make chocolate.

Any questions or suggestions or of-
fers of help please contact Jo on

hub@settlecommunityandbusi-
nesshub.org.uk or call her on 07977 
040329.

Settle Community and 
Business Hub Activities over 

the holidays

We know that time between Christ-
mas and New Year is an odd one 
for people when many groups  and 
services shut down for 2 or 3 weeks. 
Most hub activities carry on as nor-
mal except Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day and we will have a Tem-
perance Bar on Saturday 30th De-
cember.

Public Living Rooms at Settle 
Quakers every Monday and Thurs-
day 10.30-1.30

Knit and Natter every Wednesday
all year round in hub office in 
Commercial Courtyard 10-12

Community Fridge

Monday and Thursday 2.30-4.15
Wed 10-12

EXCEPT Christmas Day and New 
Years Day (both Mondays this season)
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Reconnecting 

The River Ribble

A major phase of work to improve 
the Long Preston floodplain is due to 
be completed by Ribble Rivers Trust 
this month.

Located close to Settle and Long 
Preston, the Long Preston Deeps is 
one of the few Sites of Special Scien-
tific Interest in the Trust’s catchment, 
providing an important habitat for 
birds and breeding waders and sup-
porting many rare plants. The flood-
plain also holds a huge amount of 
water so plays a vital role in con-
trolling and containing flood waters. 
The Wigglesworth Hall Flood Plain 
Reconnection Project reconnects 
the river with the floodplain at Wig-
glesworth Hall Farm. The work has 
involved moving 1,200m of em-

bankment, more than 10,000 cubic 
metres of material, from its existing 
position and setting it back. Material 
from the old embankment has then 
been used to construct the new one. 
A shallow decline to the river’s edge 

has been created from the original 
embankment so local angling clubs 
can still use it to fish.

Among several challenges facing the 
project was the weather. “We got hit 
by two weeks of downpours and as 
much as the contractors (Dinsdale 
Moorland Services) had some excel-
lent low ground pressure vehicles, 
we had to suspend works so as not to 
damage the land,” said RRT project 
manager, Guy Mason. “Our careful-
ly constructed temporary works be-
came inundated, and appeared very 
moat like, however after a break in 
the rain the contractors redoubled 
their efforts and have managed to 
keep the project on track and on 
time”. 

Once completed, the project should 
reduce the natural flood risk, im-
prove land for breeding waders in-
cluding lapwing, curlew and red-
shank, restore degrading peat, 
reduce agricultural diffuse water 
pollution and encourage natural 
river processes. The project has been 
made possible thanks to a DEFRA 
supported Higher Tier Countryside 
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Stewardship Scheme. This has also 
enabled a local farmer to upgrade 
the infrastructure of his farmyard 
which will help to improve the wid-
er environment. The Environment 
Agency, Natural England and fishing 
communities have been stakehold-
ers in the project too.

For further information about Ribble 
Rivers Trust, visit www.ribbletrust.
org.uk   or contact   Ribble Rivers 
Trust on 01200 444452 or via ad-
min@ribbletrust.com



36

Christmas greetings from 
Settle Town Council

This year’s successful Christmas 
Lights display and Switch On held 
on Saturday 25 November featured 
an array of stalls selling seasonal 
delights alongside local charity and 
community groups entertaining visi-
tors young and not so young alike. 
Once again Santa was present in his 
grotto, thanks to Settle Rotary.

Live music and performances from 
local school children and groups 
entertained the crowds during the 
day, which was followed by the big 
countdown to the Christmas lights 
switch on and firework display.

Special thanks to the following spon-
sors:  Arla for sponsoring the event 
and Tarmac Dry Rigg Quarry for 
funding the firework display. Rosa 
& Matteo’s, Settle District Cham-
ber of Trade, Marshall Taylor and 
Conserve for all contributed towards 
this year’s event and the lighting dis-
play.  Special thanks must also go 
to Treetops forestry team, the Anley 
estate and the team at Knights Stain-
forth for such a beautiful Christmas 
tree on the marketplace.

Finally thanks to the many local 
businesses and organisations who 
donated prizes to the well supported 
raffle; and the volunteers who help 

make the event run smoothly and 
provide a great day.

2024/25 budget and precept

Work is progressing on drawing up 
the Council’s budget for the next fi-
nancial year and setting the precept 
which is collected as part of your 
North Yorkshire Council tax. The de-
tails will be finalised at the Council 
meeting on Monday 8 January 2024 
and details will be published on the 
Council’s web site (and in the next 
issue of the Community News).

Voice your concerns

North Yorkshire Police will be hold-
ing ‘drop in’ sessions at the Town 
Hall from 10.00am – 2.00pm on var-
ious Tuesdays throughout the year, 
please consult the Council’s website 
or social media for confirmation of 
the dates. 

The Police also provide the Council 
with a monthly report on incidents 
reported to them in Settle, which is 
discussed at our monthly council 
meetings.

Come and join us

We still have one vacancy for a 
councillor on the Town Council. To 
qualify you must be at least 18 years 
old, be on the register of electors in 
the Settle Parish or have lived within 
4.8km of Settle for the last year.

Further details please contact the 
Clerk at Settle Town Hall, Settle, 
BD24 9EJ or email clerk@settletown-
council.gov.uk.
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The Council also welcome the in-
volvement of the local community.  
Have you thought about volunteer-
ing with the Council?  There are 
lots of opportunities to be involved, 
whether you can spare a few hours 
a week or want to be involved in an 
annual event.  Bench maintenance, 
DIY, gardening, remembrance Sun-
day and the Christmas lights switch 
on event all provide an opportunity 
to be involved with your local com-
munity. 

Seasonal Greetings and the 
best for 2024

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to wish all Parishioners a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year.  Please keep safe and warm 
during the festive period and we look 
forward to a happy and prosperous 
2024 in Settle.

From all Settle Town Council staff 
and Councillors  

HARRISON & CROSS LTD

All types of electrical work undertaken

t: 07971 856255  / 01729 823971

e: idpreston@aol.com

I. D. Preston Electrical
(Est. 1988)

3 The Green, Se�le BD24 9HL

HARRISON & CROSS LTD

G Garden Tidy Ups
            G Hedge Trimming
                           G Jet washing
                                            G Grass cu�ng

Tel: 07841 706444 (Giggleswick)
No obliga�on es�mates available

Mown	and	Grown	Garden	Services
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COLD CREAM 

 FERDINAND MOUNT

Given the Editor’s warning last time 
about the possible demise of the 
News (which I fervently hope does 
not happen) I am going to take what 
may be my last chance to review an 
autobiography – in fact an autobi-
ography by a living author whom I 
happen to know.

The book is Cold Cream – My Early 
Life and Other Mistakes  (2008) by 
Ferdinand Mount.  Ferdy, as he is al-
ways known, is, in full, Sir William 
Robert Ferdinand Mount, Bt., though 
he chooses not to use the title.  (He 
inherited it from his father, who, im-
probably, was a steeplechase jock-
ey.)  I first met Ferdy in July 1983, 
when he was Head of the 10 Down-
ing Street Policy Unit, and we met 
because he and Margaret Thatcher, 
sitting together in her flat over No. 
10, were interviewing me to join the 
said Unit (which I did).  Mrs T. did 
more of the talking, not because she 
crowded him out, but because Fer-
dy, English gentleman to his boots, 
always let ladies go first.  With his 
urbanity, his pale blue eyes, richly 

modulated upper-crust voice and ru-
bicund complexion, he was easily as 
memorable as she.  The photo below 
nicely captures his Mona Lisa smile 
but it is too wan.

Ferdinand Mount

Why is Cold Cream so called?  It 
comes from his recollection of “the 
hairbrushes and the jars of Pond’s 
cold cream” that stood on his moth-
er’s dressing table when he was a 
boy.  Not much of a hook to hang an 
autobiography on, but enough to get 
him away.  Unconventionally, Ferdy 
starts not with his childhood but 
with a trip to Italy at the age of six-
teen.  In support of setting off in mid-
stream he quotes Mark Twain: “start 
[your autobiography] at no particu-
lar time of your life; wander at your 
free will all over your life; talk only 
about the thing that interests you for 
the moment”.  Ferdy was sixty-nine 
when the book was published, so he 
had plenty of ground, social and ge-
ographic, to wander over.  His trav-
els and his exquisite prose together 
beguile readers with their elegance 
and originality.  Ferdy is to words 
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what Mozart was to music.

His has been a lifetime of words.  At 
Eton one of his teachers was David 
Cornwell, better known later as John 
le Carré.  At Oxford he rubbed shoul-
ders with the eminent Professor Lord 
David Cecil, though if possible at a 
safe distance because Cecil’s speech 
was laden with spit.  Other liter-
ary characters who appear in Cold 
Cream include Kingsley Amis, An-
thony Powell, Graham Greene, and 
the egregiously caustic Auberon 
Waugh (who described Neil Kin-
nock as having the face of an habitu-
ated bedwetter). Yet Ferdy fashioned 
his career mainly as a journalist: he 
has written for The Sunday Times, 
The Daily Telegraph, The Spectator,  
and The London Review of Books.  
From 1991 to 2002 he edited The 
Times Literary Supplement.   He has 
published an impressive number of 
essays and articles – and thirteen 
novels too.  His pen, again like Mo-
zart’s, has hardly ever been still.

For an autobiography Cold Cream is 
impressively free of the pronoun “I”.  
Ferdy’s eye, if you will pardon the 
pun, is turned ever outwards.  We 
picture him less from what he says 
about himself than from his depic-
tions of the people he met. These 
were mostly of a literary or political 
bent (there is almost no mention of 
scientists). Readers of my genera-
tion will find their memories jogged 
by tales of public figures who, for 
good or ill, hit the headlines during 
the 1970s and 1980s – Ted Heath, 

Selwyn Lloyd, Keith Joseph, Cecil 
Parkinson and of course Margaret 
Thatcher.  But his cast list is not 
all politicos: you will find the Test 
Match Special commentator Henry 
Blofeld; the violinist Jascha Heifetz, 
whom Ferdy beat at table tennis; 
and the convicted spy George Blake, 
who apparently led a life of luxury in 
Wormwood Scrubs.  Ferdy’s charac-
ters are engagingly portrayed.  Here 
he is on Diana, the hunting-mad 
daughter of Lord Bath, owner of Lon-
gleat: “Diana the huntress looked 
unnervingly like her prey.  She was 
a sparkling, foxy-faced beauty who 
made the room come alive before 
she opened her mouth.  She was 
also a duchess, still, just, being 
separated from the Duke, who had 
decamped with the harbourmaster’s 
wife in Kyrenia.”  Or,  at the opposite 
end of the spectrum, Alfred Sher-
man, a loose-cannon policy advisor 
kept at a distance by Mrs Thatcher 
and not only by her: “Alfred’s voice 
dripped malice and menace…the 
heavy tweed suit and bow tie that 
he tended to wear only added to the 
impression of suppressed violence.”  
Spot on, as I found out when Alfred 
began badgering me too.

Cold Cream abounds in such vi-
gnettes, sometimes touching, often 
amusing, and invariably well-turned, 
but, sadly, the space constraints of 
the News compel me to cut them 
short.

In 1983, having helped Margaret 
Thatcher achieve a 140-seat ma-
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jority, Ferdy decided he had done 
enough.  Running the Policy Unit 
and writing her speeches had worn 
him down and, worse, cramped his 
liberty.  Of course, he had first to 
persuade Herself that he was serious 
about leaving, but when he succeed-
ed, “It was as good as being told that 
you don’t have cancer any more.  In 
fact ten years later, when I was told 
precisely that after a disagreeable in-
terlude, I remember thinking, This is 
as good as leaving Number Ten.”

Later, after a gap of over twenty-five 
years, I twice met Ferdy again at re-
unions.  He was utterly and delight-
fully unchanged, and I remember 
hoping that, like his erstwhile boss, 
he would go on and on and on.  I’m 
glad to say that at eighty-four he still 
is.

Bob Young BEST TYRES
AUTOCENTRES

TThhee  BBeesstt  IInn
--  TTyyrreess
--  EExxhhaauussttss
--  BBaatttteerriieess
--  MM..oo..TT..
--  BBrraakkeess
--  SSeerrvviicciinngg
--  AAllllooyy  WWhheeeellss
--  AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg  

Unit 1B
The Sidings
Settle BD24 9RP
01729 825237

Hellifield Garage
Main Street

Hellifield BD23 4HX
01729 851111
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The bells! The bells!

I suffer from insomnia. Many are 
the mornings when I wake to pitch 
blackness, fumble for my tranny 
and tangled ear-pieces, apologise 
profusely to my long-suffering wife 
for disturbing her slumber and tune 
in to the BBC World Service in the 
early hours of GMT, though the 
programme participants could be 
anywhere on the planet. Ah...fond 
memories of Radio Ham Hancock 
berating a distressed sailor for driv-
ing his boat in the dark.

Sunday morning listening tends to-
wards the spiritual and I enjoy very 
much the dulcet tones of that very 
nice man, Mark Tully, musing on the 
finer things in life. So there I am ly-
ing back contemplating the thoughts 
of this most gentle of men, possi-
bly drifting off into a pre-porridge 
trance, when I’m assailed by ‘Bells 
on Sunday’. Now I’m no townie. I 
love it here in the boondocks—the 
bucolic peace, the cattle a-lowing, 
the sheep a-bleating, the helicopters 
a-whirring, the jets a-screaming, the 
steam trains a-hooting. Who could 
ask for anything more? 

I ask for something less. I can do 
without this intrusive cacophony. 
In the introduction to ‘Bells on Sun-
day’ we’re informed that the bells 
are tuned to the key of ‘F’ or some 
such. Tuned! They must be jok-
ing! It’s just an impenetrable wall 
of sound, though even less melodic 
than Phil Spector, yet just as mur-

derous. Now I know how that Scar-
borough lad, Charles Laughton, felt 
when he played Quasimodo in the 
1939 adaptation of Victor Hugo’s ‘Le 
Bossu de Notre-Dame’. What a load 
of bells!

Now I’ve nothing against campanol-
ogists per se. I married one, though 
lapsed, with no ropes attached. A 
good friend, Colin Ashwell, indulges 
in this noisy pursuit. He’s basically 
quite sane, a pillar of society, a kind-
ly chap of normally noble bent, not 
one consciously to inflict pain on his 
fellow man. He’s a jolly good egg—
a member of the u3a/Settle Cricket 
Club’s Walking Cricket squad, no 
less. Need I say more? Yet he con-
sorts with like-unminded folk to tor-
ment sensitive souls such as myself 
with their torturing ring-tintinnabu-
lations. I suspect his main aim is to 
strengthen his muscles and improve 
his co-ordination for the benefit of 
the WC team next season, when 
we seek revenge against the mighty 
Ilkley u3a. He may even have his 
sights on the Walking Cricketer of 
2024 Cup. Give him enough rope....

Settle Parish Church’s merry band of 
ringers invited me to a practice ses-
sion and yes, they’re a lovely, friend-
ly, welcoming bunch. They were 
happy to show me the ropes and the 
bells themselves—8 of them, includ-
ing the 14 cwt tenor. Those present 
were Gillian Parrington (Ringmas-
ter, but without top-hat), Jen Dar-
ling, Mags Hawkesford, Christine 
Kelly, Ve Walker and Colin. So am 



42

I mistaken in my lack of apprecia-
tion? Could I be wrong? It has been 
known. 1973? I jest. Have I totally 
misunderstood the motives of cam-
panologists? Are they not the malev-
olent spirits ‘Bells on Sunday’ had 
led me to believe? 

As we hurtle towards the season of 
good-will, I should perhaps be more 
tolerant of what I’d thought to be au-
ral assailants. Maybe a compromise 
solution could be reached. Allow the 
campanologists to go like the clap-
pers from Christmas Eve to Boxing 
Day and, for the other part of the 
year, insist that they desist or, if they 
feel the urgent need to exercise their 
arms, at least wrap their clappers 
in rubber to drown the din. Silent 
Night, it ain’t.

It’s the same with organs. As a 
child, I was taken each year to see 
the Blackpool illuminations. We’d 
spend the hours of daylight ambling 
about, gambling pennies away in the 
Amusement Arcades,  going to the 
zoo, building sand castles, avoiding 
donkey droppings, eating candy floss 
and ice cream, laughing at Tommy 

Cooper, freezing....But the highlight 
was the visit to the Tower, where I 
actually enjoyed listening to Regi-
nald Dixon. But this was no stuffy 
church organ. He played tunes that 
I knew from the telly. And his organ 
came up and went back down into 
the bowels of the building with Reg 
still playing and smiling. He was en-
joying himself and so were we.

But the only organs I hear now are 
of the huge booming tuneless variety 
in churches, cathedrals and the Al-
bert Hall. Dupré, Copland, Khacha-
turian, Saint-Saëns and Franck are 
composers who have tried in vain to 
wring a tune out of this monstrous 
instrument but the organ symphony 
which is suffered most on dear, fa-
miliar Classic FM is Widor’s Fifth 
Racket. He wrote ten. He just took  
ages to get it wrong enough. I believe 
I’m right in thinking his Fifth is the 
most ubiquitous. I deliberated, for 
a whole nano-second, listening to 
them all to make sure, but I’d soon 
have lost the will to live. Life’s far too 
short for an organ symphony.

Spiritually speaking, I prefer nice 
quiet Quaker meetings. Imagine try-
ing to focus on crucial global issues, 
matters of life and death to the ac-
companiment of an organ! What 
beautiful thoughts could be engen-
dered by that commotion? Having 
attended gatherings of Friends in 
Oxford in my youth, I’d assumed 
that all Quaker musings were highly 
philosophical. Much later, in Work-
sop, a group-member piped up with 
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a description of local agriculture and 
the effects of climate on the crops. I 
listened attentively, waiting patient-
ly for an earth-shattering, thought-
provoking punch-line, which finally 
arrived with the words: ‘So that’s 
why your Digestives are sometimes 
crumbly’. Wonderful! No boom-
boom and no bells either.

Historically, bells are some of the 
oldest ‘musical’ instruments in the 
world, dating back to 3500 BC Chi-
na. Whose brilliant idea was it to 
fetch them over here? They are also 
the loudest, Bow Bells being audible 
six miles away in Hackney. Winston 
Churchill decreed that all church 
bells should be silenced so that their 
ringing could be reserved to warn 
of enemy invasion. Clever man, Mr 
Churchill. He knew that Hitler’s Op-
eration Sea Lion would never get off 
the ground. He was safe in his bun-
ker—from Nazi attacks, but more 
importantly, from those bally bells!

However, to end on a positive note 
(Ho Ho!), I recant. My visit to the 
bellringers has re-educated me. Un-
der the bed-sheets will always be too 

intrusive an experience and I shall 
no longer inflict on myself the clam-
our of ‘Bells on Sunday’. Instead I 
will enjoy the distant chimes wafting 
merrily across the valley and pic-
ture each practitioner at the end of 
a rope. If you wish to join the jolly 
crew in Settle Parish Church tower 
at 7.30 of a Friday evening, con-
tact Parish Priest, Julie Clarkson on 
01729 825451, or Stuart Heath.

Now would anyone care to put me 
right vis-à-vis the organ?

Ian Gray



44

BAAAAA HUMBUGS!  

It is clear from today’s newspapers 
that we -i.e. humans – need some 
help. This week someone has even 
driven into Settle Booths and stolen 
the ATM; meanwhile the armoured 
buildings of former banks are aban-
doned. Christmas Eve is coming; all 
the other animals get the chance to 
speak around midnight and maybe 
we should seek their advice. With 
the permission of our local shep-
herd, I suggest we round up a good 
posse of ewes and rams and find out 
how the future looks from the fell-
side. We mustn’t expect help with 
any tasks that need keyboard skills, 
(they may be ok with nose swiping.) 
But as usual they will probably re-
peat their demand to have a say 
about what colours are splashed on 

their rumps. And then they will be 
requesting more choice in Himala-
yan salt licks, mixed herbs or cheese 
and onion. As for our problems it 
will be BAAAA Humbug.

There are a lot of humbugs about at 
the moment especially here in York-
shire. Every week I read news bul-
letins about the latest sweet shop to 
be voted best in the country; it is al-
ways somewhere in Yorkshire. These 
are not places where you might get a 
box of chocolates or a tube of smart-
ies; they are proper Sweet Shoppes 
where everything is artisan-made 
according to traditional recipes from 
a LOST army of grandmothers and 
aunts. It seems a strange craze giv-
en the national shortage of present 
and future dentists. I must admit to 
a personal aversion to hard sticky 
sugar flavoured with rhubarb and 
custard. I suspect it is due to a vivid 
memory, whether real or imagined, 
of sitting upright in a pram with a 
stick of barley sugar filled with choc-
olate flavoured something inserted 
in my mouth which our dog was at-
tempting to devour from the other 
end! I admit that a packet of Fisher-
man’s Friends is always next to my 
keyboard as I write this but at least 
they come in a paper packet.

I support anything that reduces the 
amount of packaging, especially 
the type that requires gym trained 
muscles to tear open. But I am sure 
everyone remembers the story of 
Billy Humbug and what can hap-
pen when you swallow something 
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without taking a magnifying glass to 
the list of additives. Billy’s real name 
was William Hardaker; he had a 
street stall in Bradford in the 1850s. 
His humbugs were popular because 
they were twopence a pound cheap-
er than his rivals. Humbugs were a 
bestseller because at the time the 
city air was not particularly sweet 
smelling unless inhaled though 
a minty filter. Bradford Beck was 
known as the River Stink and there 
was no shortage of slaughterhouses 
amongst the crowded back-to-back 
dwellings. 

Billy didn’t make his own humbugs. 
He bought them from Joseph Neal, 
a wholesaler on Stone Street, near 
Forster Square station. At the time 
it was a common practice in poor 
urban areas to keep prices down 
by substituting a percentage of ex-
pensive ingredients with something 
cheaper. Sawdust in ground pepper, 
potatoes, ground bones, plaster of 
Paris in bread. In the 1850s sugar 
had become extremely expensive, 
partly due to demand outstripping 
supply and partly due to a puni-
tive tax. Every pound of sugar cost 
the equivalent of £50 today. Sweet 
makers often bulked out their sugar 
with daft, also known as stuff, flash 
or molten, and usually consisting of 
plaster of Paris and powdered lime-
stone.

Neal’s head sweet maker, James Ap-
pleton, made humbugs to a recipe 
approved by Hardaker, 40 pounds 
of sugar, twelve pounds of daft, 4 

pounds of gum and a drop or two of 
peppermint oil. Neal claimed that 
his daft was superior quality and 
came from Derbyshire‘s peaks. One 
day in October 1858 his daft was 
running low, Neal sent his lodger 
James Archer to fetch 12 pounds 
from pharmacist Charles Hodgson 
who had a shop in Shipley. Hodgson 
being sick, the shop was staffed by 
a new untrained assistant, William 
Goddard, who had no idea what 
daft was. He checked with Hodg-
son upstairs who was not fit enough 
to come down to the shop but told 
Goddard where to find a barrel of 
white sugar like substance. Goddard 
weighed out 12 pounds and Archer 
took it back to Neal.

When Appleton made his next batch 
of humbugs he used all the newly 
purchased daft. The resulting sweets 
looked slightly darker than usual. 
When Hardaker arrived to collect his 
order, he noticed the colour and de-
manded a discount. He was pleased 
when his stall was extra busy that 
day, a Saturday, until he felt unwell 
mid-afternoon and left an assistant 
to take charge. 

That night two local boys aged 9 and 
11 died suddenly, a common occur-
rence in the city and cholera was 
suspected. The next day more chil-
dren and some adults died; many 
more were seriously unwell. The po-
lice interviewing the families quickly 
spotted a link to Billy’s humbugs 
and went to fetch him. Billy was now 
bedridden with sickness but sent 
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them to Neal. Neal and the Chief 
Constable raced to Shipley but as 
it was Sunday it took several hours 
to track down Hodgson and his as-
sistant who remembered selling the 
daft. He took them to the barrel he 
had used which Neal identified as 
arsenic trioxide. Arsenic was widely 
used in Victorian houses to deal with 
rats, pests and sprinkled on carpets 
to clean them. 

On November 4th the Bradford Ob-
server published a detailed account 
of that Sunday night, October 31st.. 
At 9.00 p.m. the town crier began 
touring the streets ringing his loud-
est bell and shouting warnings about 
the sweets; he continued until 6.00 
am by which time the police had 
papered the town with dire warn-
ing notices. Residents described the 
fear and panic that spread that night 
with the bells, the shouting, the pain, 
vomiting and diarrhoea; some feared 
the plague had come. 

There is no doubt that the police and 
the Town Crier saved many lives. 
Police seized another 1500 hum-
bugs; each contained enough to kill 
two adults. Sadly, at least 18 people 
died, almost half under 10 years old. 
Over 200 were seriously ill, some 
with symptoms that lasted for years; 
15 mill workers from Shipley were 
dangerously ill and no-one ever 
knew how many out-of-town visitors 
had succumbed to the mints. Hum-
bug Billy himself was left paralysed 
but continued selling sweets until 
his death 3 years later. The pharma-

cist Hodgson was charged with man-
slaughter but acquitted; his “daft” 
assistant and Neal were also charged 
but these charges were dropped at 
the Assizes 2 months later. 

 The Food Adulteration Act of 1860 
brought in much needed regulations; 
the Pharmacy Act of 1868 tightened 
up controls on pharmacists. Even 
so the practice of adding things to 
sweets was not completely stamped 
out. In 1955 a cough lozenge laced 
with sodium chlorate left in a coat 
pocket reacted with cleaning fumes 
and exploded in a Sunderland dry 
cleaners killing an assistant. So best 
be careful of what you swallow this 
Christmas; global sugar prices have 
increased by 41.9 %.  If you need 
to clear your airways with a hum-
bug suck a Fisherman’s Friend then 
wash it down with a class of crème 
de menthe. That works.

Barry Forster

Would you buy humbugs 

from this man?
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Community Fridge at the 
Little Hub

The Community Fridge is currently 
open Mondays and Thursdays 2.30 
- 4.15pm and Wednesday mornings 
10 am - 12 noon at the Little Hub in 
Commercial Courtyard next to Cra-
ven Homelet.  

Our Community Fridge is a great 
way of reducing fruit and veg waste 
from local supermarkets but also al-
lows local gardeners, residents and 
businesses to pass on surplus food 
they will not use. If you end up buy-
ing too much over the festive sea-
son, get fewer visitors than expected 
or get given foods you don’t like.. 
please think of us!

We are very grateful for all the in-
terest in the Community Fridge 
and now increasingly swapping 
‘non-food’ things like toiletries, 
small kitchen items like crockery 
and pans, small items of gardening 
equipment and will be doing a lot of 
seed and plant swaps when weath-
er improves. Thanks to Co op and 
Booths for their support and dona-
tions of fruit, veg, baked goods and 

also the growing number of individu-
als and local businesses like Whole-
some Bee, Forage and Feast and 
Drake and Macefield who are pass-
ing surplus or short dated things on 
to us.

If you would like to donate or pick 
up food but can’t make it when the 
Community Fridge is open you can 
come to us at Settle Quakers on 
Monday or Thursdays where we 
hold our Public Living Rooms be-
tween 10.30 am and 1.30 pm. You 
can also leave food with Paul from 
Barclays when he is doing the pop-
up banking on Tuesdays and Fridays 
from our office between 9.30am and 
3.30pm.We also leave some food 
outside Victoria Hall by the ‘free 
bookcase’ on Mondays and Thurs-
day mornings if we have a lot of sur-
plus veg and bread. Steve the Co-op 
cleaner leaves surplus food there 
sometimes too.

Thanks to Ethel for being a regular 
visitor and being our poster girl!

For more information contact Jo 
on hub@settlecommunityandbusi-
nesshub.org.uk or call her on 07977 
040329.
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Mobile banks in Settle

Lloyds bank have stopped doing 
their pop up banking service from 
the hub in Commercial Courtyard 
but the mobile bank still comes to 
Settle on Wednesdays every other 
week.

They will be in Whitefriars car park 
between 10.30am and 12.30pm 
on alternate Wednesdays. You can 
check dates on the Lloyds website.

https://www.lloydsbank.com/bank-
ing-with-us/mobile-branch/york-
shire.html#Settle

NatWest mobile van is also in 
Whitefriars car park every Monday 
(except Bank Holidays) between 
12 noon and 12.30pm. If you miss 
it, they go on to Ingleton and are in 
the Wheatsheaf car park 2pm till 
2.30pm.

Barclays at the hub Tuesdays and 
Fridays

As many of you will be aware, Bar-
clays branch in Settle closed in Feb-
ruary 2022 but they are still offering 
a pop-up banking service from the 
hub in Commercial Courtyard. Bar-
clays have confirmed this will con-
tinue in 2024 with the existing hours 
so will be in Settle on Tuesdays and 
Fridays 9.30am - 3.30pm.

Paul who used to work in the branch 
is usually the one running these ses-
sions. He will not be able to han-
dle cash or pay cheques in but can 
help with a range of other banking 
queries and get people set up with 
phone or online banking or how to 
use the Barclays app or post office 
for transactions.

Please be aware that hub staff can-
not take phone calls or messages for 
Barclays and if you want to talk to 
Paul you need to come in person.

Barclays will NOT be in on Tuesday 
26th December as it is a Bank Holi-
day but will be here Friday 29th De-
cember as usual 9.30am till 3.30pm.
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Public Living Room at Settle 
Quakers

Our Public Living Room is open to 
anyone who wants to come along 
at Settle Quakers on Mondays and 
Thursdays every week from 10.30am 
to 1.30pm. All our groups and ac-
tivities carry on all year round – we 
are only closed on the bank holiday 
Mondays this year for Christmas 
Day and New Years Day.

We offer hot drinks and meals (but 
please come before 1 if you want 
feeding), our visitors can play card 
games or Connect 4, there is always 
a jigsaw to do, craft activities or help 
with cooking, but no pressure to do 
anything if people just want a chat 
and some company. 

All Public Living Rooms are run on 
similar lines and the first one started 
in Sheffield in 2016 but now there 
are many around the world. They 
were originally run by a charity Cam-
erados and early ones were based 
in libraries or as pop-up events in 
shopping centres or hospitals. Public 
Living Rooms try to encourage visi-
tors to stick to these six Camerados 
ideas: understand it’s ok to be a bit 

rubbish, don’t try to fix people, have 
fun, mix with people unlike yourself, 
disagree respectfully, if someone is 
struggling ask them to help you.

In the run up to Christmas we are 
doing things at the Public Living 
Room like fused glass decorations, 
soap making and beeswax wraps to 
give visitors a chance to make festive 
gifts for themselves or other people. 
As the weather improves we will do 
more trips to the allotment and gar-
dening for those that fancy it.

Hub staff are always on hand to 
have a chat with people who may 
need a bit more support in general or 
with things like understanding bills, 
advice about energy saving, filling in 
forms or directing them to other or-
ganisations for support if necessary.

Any questions email Jo hub@settle-
communityandbusinesshub.org.uk 
or 07977 040329

Ink recycling at the Hub

We are still collecting any sort of 
ink cartridge, big or small, used or 
unused, for recycling. We can send 
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them off and get a little bit of money 
back for them.  

Small ink cartridges can be popped 
through the Settle Community and 
Business Hub letter box at Unit 1, 
Commercial Courtyard or left with 
us when someone is in the office. If 
we aren’t in you can also leave them 
with Craven Homelet next door or 
with Paul from Barclays when he is 
in the Hub on Tuesdays and Fridays.

There are now collection boxes at 
the Quakers and St Johns.  

If you have a large amount to drop 
off please contact Jo on hub@settle-
communityandbusinesshub.org.uk 
or phone 07977 040329. Thanks.

Knit (or Sew) and Natter 
every Wednesday

This group meets at the Settle Hub 
office in Commercial Courtyard eve-
ry Wednesday 10am – 12 noon. We 
have sewing machines, lots of fabric, 
knitting needles and wool at the hub 
so feel free to come and use our ma-
terials and equipment or bring your 

own. We sometimes do sessions on 
felting, making lampshades or  bees-
wax wraps but usually people bring 
their own things to work on.

All are welcome - no sewing or knit-
ting skills required.. you can always 
learn or just natter!

This group carries on all year round 
so we will be there over the Christ-
mas holidays. These sessions are 
free to attend and funded by the 
Well Together team at Bradford Dis-
trict Care Trust.

Any questions contact Jo 07977 
040329 or email hub@settlecommu-
nityandbusinesshub.org.uk
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Historic butchers meat 
demand

Craven’s longest serving inde-
pendent family butcher, Drake 

& Macefield reflects on this year’s 
significant milestone - 125th years in 
business spanning three centuries, 
operating three branches and deliv-
ering direct to customers.

Gaining numerous local and nation-
al awards along the way, including 
a 2023 Great Taste Award, the fam-
ily butchers has grown considerably 
since it was established on Otley 
Street in Skipton in 1898 by Robert 
Drake who was soon joined by his 
young nephew Jack Macefield, ini-
tially after school and on Saturdays 
before finishing his education.

Jack’ son, Ian Macefield, recalls his 
father telling how he was often late 
for school as he considered their 
customers to be his number one 
priority. He explained how his Un-
cle Bob taught him how to judge 
the best quality cattle and sheep so 
that young Jack soon utilised those 
skills at the local farms and auc-
tions. Jack maintained the provision 

of best quality and customer service 
throughout his working life and Ian 
believes he would be justly proud 
that Drake & Macefield continue 
this philosophy today.

Jack died in in the early 80s, and 
nearly a century after the butch-
ers shop was founded, in 1985 Ian 
Thompson who had been trained 
by Jack took over the business and 
was joined by partner, Richard Teal 
in 1997. Following Ian’s retirement 
in 2016, Richard Teal’s sons Andrew 
and Steven joined the business re-
storing the original ‘family business’ 
ethos. In turn, they are joined by 
brothers Steven and Adam Proctor 
who manage the Skipton and Settle 
shops respectively.

Drake & Macefield has weathered 
many challenges over the years in-
cluding two world wars, post war 
rationing. ‘foot and mouth’ which 
affected supply, along with reces-
sions and vigorous competition from 
supermarkets which forced many 
butchers out of business. Far from 
closing, the firm has grown from 
strength to strength and now boasts 
branches in Settle, opened in 2000, 
and in Crosshills in 2018, along with 
a processing unit and a bakery pro-
ducing their award-winning pies.

Drake & Macefield now employs 28 
staff and as well as serving domes-
tic customers, commercial contracts 
mean its pies are favoured by Leeds 
Utd supporters and many local ho-
tels, pubs, restaurants and village 
stores.
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COVID lockdown brought about 
a seismic shift in the way Drake & 
Macefield serves its customer base. 
Responding quickly to demand from 
its loyal customers, the team had to 
find a way to fulfil 250 deliveries a 
day. The firm soon had a fleet of five 
vans dashing round the dales and 
Aire Valley, ensuring their quality 
meat products kept people fed dur-
ing those worrying times. An online 
shop had to be hastily constructed 
on the website to ease the adminis-
tration of the new click-and-collect 
and home delivery service.

Although COVID restrictions are 
largely forgotten, the legacy of the 
online delivery service is still thriv-
ing. Director Steven Teal explains 
“Customer demand is paramount 
alongside the quality of produce we 
offer, so if the customer enjoys the 
convenience of farm fresh meat de-
livered to their own doorstep, then 
that’s what we’ll continue to provide. 
Offering our own pies, sausages, 
cured and smoked meats, alongside 
delicious ready-to-cook meals, we 
are much more than a traditional 
small town butchers!”

Penny Lowe
Reflexologist and EFT Practitioner

Clinic setting or home visits available
01729 822120
07855 289305

www.pennylowe.co.uk

07855 289305
mrspennylowe@gmail.com

www.pennylowe.co.uk

Reflexology
Indian Head Massage

EFT Tapping
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EDITORIAL
The News is published by THE SETTLE AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
NEWS and printed by Caric Press, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 3TD
The Editors reserve the right to edit any material submitted for publication

 Views or opinions expressed are those of the author. Views or opinions expressed are those of the author.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Ordinary commercial advertisements are charged at the rates below.
Charity Rates: No charge will be made to advertise “charity events” 
or matters of general social interest. If participation in an event is to be 
charged for then our normal advertising terms apply.

ADVERTISING RATES 
“Every Month” entries, maximum 3 lines		  £25 per annum

Boxed advertisements
Half page	 95 x 128 mm OR 190 x 63 mm	 £80 	
Quarter page	 95 x 63 mm   OR  47 x 128 mm	 £40	
Eighth page	 47 x 63 mm				    £20
These rates are per issue     10% discount for an annual contract (six issues)
All advertisements are to be prepaid. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Voluntary subscriptions and payments may be made to: 
	 Nat West Bank, 01-07-93 		  Ac No: 53002016

NEW PRODUCTION TEAM
The new production team for Settle Community News comprises: Paul 
Cochrane, John Drake, Annie Gammon, Phil Hinde, Mike Smith, 
and Barry White. The team will introduce themselves in more detail in 
the next issue, due out in February 2024.
If you would like to get in touch with content submissions, letters, ideas 
and suggestions, advertising enquiries, distribution queries or anything 
else relating to the magazine, please use the following contact details:

e-mail: contact@settlenews.co.uk     Phone: (01729) 823083
Post: 1 Dawson’s Court, Settle, BD24 9RX

Please also bookmark our website at www.settlenews.co.uk which is in 
the process of being updated, to stay in touch with us in between issues.
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All year,
all weather
Driving range practice
and lessons undercover
with piping hot drinks
and paninis in the bar

Open 7 days

Tel 015242 62455Visit benthamgolfcourse.co.uk

HHAARRRRIISSOONN  &&  CCRROOSSSS  LLTTDD

Sidings Ind Est, Settle  01729 823423
harrisonandcross@gmail.com www.harrisonandcross.co.uk

Electrical Contractors - full & part rewiring, electrical checking on existing
installations, small appliance testing.

Lighting Showroom - All the latest lighting technologies, FREE design service
with installation.

Electrical Appliance Showroom - All types of household appliance from freezers
to cookers & microwaves from washing machines to tumble dryers, dishwashers,
vacuum cleaners, kettles, toasters etc. You need it - we supply it!
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