
Donation    50pDonation    50p

SETTLE AND DISTRICT

COMMUNITY NEWS
  No. 167 February 2022

Frost in Upper Settle

Photo © Roger Taylor



2

Management/Senior Accountant
Permanent  -   Full-me 

£25k - £35k (DOE), Hybrid working

 

Skills, Knowledge and Experience:
  You will also be a great team player able to 
  communicate with people at all levels and
  have the willingness to help others 
  throughout the office. 
  This role requires competent level of IT skills
  including experience of MS Word, Excel and
  ideally knowledge of Xero, Quickbooks and
  Sage.
  If you are interested in this excing posion
  or wish to have a confidenal discussion,
  then please apply with your CV to:  
 

The Role and Responsibilies:
   We are represenng a well-established
   client in the local area, who are looking
   for a Management/Senior Accountant
   to join them at this excing me.

Dues will include:
•  Managing the filing deadlines for year-end
   accounts.
•  Financial statements and tax computaons.
•  Preparing VAT returns 
•  Provide cloud accounng services and
    assist with development of cloud 
   accounng so�ware
•  Advising on the improvement  of 
   profitability and business efficiency. 
•  Preparaon of cashflow projecons.
•  Providing Tax advice where necessary
   and complete HMRC submissions

Rachel Mitson
Rebus Recruitment 

Rachel.applicaons@rebusrecruitment.co.uk
www.rebusrecruitment.co.uk

T: 01282 930 930 

Ryan Lambert

!  BUILDER
!  PLASTERER
!  BRICKLAYER

No job
too

small!

All aspects of building
work undertaken

Plastering, Stone work, Flagging,
Roofing, Block work, Tiling etc...
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Welcome

Please accept my apologies for this 
very late edition. It has proved very 
difficult, for reasons I do not under-
stand, to get sufficient material for 
the “cheap” printing option and, as 
I write this, I do not know whether 
I have succeeded. And the situation 
was not helped by an unwanted but 
necessary short stay in Airedale.

Despite my habitual optimism (“It’ll 
be reet!”) I fear the dark clouds over 
the country have distracted me. I 
certainly never expected a British 
Government to be so cavalier in 
their conduct and so callous in their 
treatment of us. I will not enumerate 
the threats that face us now - all the 
worse because they are mostly the 
result of an ignorant or wilfully self 
aggrandising government.

I am much sustained by being a 
member of this community. I feel no 
matter what the Crazy Gang (yes I 
am just about old enough to remem-
ber the real thing!) get us into, the 
inhabitants of this little patch of 
Yorkshire will continue to care for 

each other and to survive. We have 
for almost 2 years. It has not been 
easy but there are still a lot of smiles 
- and a lot of absurdities to smile 
about.

Have you ever noticed though, how 
much work is done by volunteers in 
this area. One of the statistics I find 
most confusing at the moment is 
that there are countless jobs avail-
able and nobody to fill them despite 
high unemployment. This edition 
carries a number of advertisements 
for voluntary work - all of it for our 
general well-being and unpaid. I do 
hope that these might be filled - here 
at least we ARE all in this together!

Alastair Cook

HHAARRRRIISSOONN  &&  CCRROOSSSS  LLTTDD

Sidings Ind Est, Settle  01729 823423
harrisonandcross@gmail.com www.harrisonandcross.co.uk

Electrical Contractors - full & part rewiring, electrical checking on existing
installations, small appliance testing.

Lighting Showroom - All the latest lighting technologies, FREE design service
with installation.

Electrical Appliance Showroom - All types of household appliance from freezers
to cookers & microwaves from washing machines to tumble dryers, dishwashers,
vacuum cleaners, kettles, toasters etc. You need it - we supply it!
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Pool Work on Schedule 
Despite Roof Damage

Redevelopment work at Settle Pool 
is on schedule despite substan-
tial storm damage to the pool roof 
caused by storm Arwen at the start 
of the winter. 

The damage was unrelated to the 
construction work as it occurred on 
the other side of the building, ex-
posed to the fierce winds from the 
north. The presence of builders on 
site with their equipment did howev-
er mean that it was possible to make 
a quick assessment of the damage 
and ensure good li-
aison with the insur-
ance company.

It had been hoped to 
keep the pool open 
for most of the time 
that building work 
was taking place and 
temporary arrange-
ments were working 
well, but with the 
roof damage making 
it impossible to keep 
the pool open these 
had to be put on hold for what could 
be several months until repairs can 
be made. 

Meanwhile the outline of the new 
structure is now in place and work 
is due to be completed by early sum-
mer. The new development will in-
clude a new changing village, with 
improved facilities for families and 

disabled swimmers; an extended en-
trance area; and new multi-use dry 
side facilities.

The redevelopment work necessitat-
ed the removal of a small number of 
trees at the front of the building but 
in a move agreed with local environ-
ment campaigners and Craven Dis-
trict Council replacement fruit trees 
have now been planted on council 
owned land in front of Ribble Ter-
race on the other side of the river. 
These included a number of apple 
trees, and appropriately enough with 
the planting taking place just before 
Christmas, some pear trees.

The pool charity shop in Duke Street 
and related on-line sales continue 
to produce a strong income for the 
pool. The shop is open Tuesdays-
Saturdays and donations are accept-
ed at the containers on the carpark 
in front of the pool on Tuesdays and 
Fridays 9.30am – 12.30pm.
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Solicitors
Please contact:-

Richard Bentley M.A. (Cantab.)
Anne Verhagen  B.A., JD

J Leslie Fawcett F.Inst.L.Ex.  

                      

Midland Bank Chambers
Market Place,

Settle
North Yorkshire

BD24 9DR

Telephone
01729 823500

Fax
01729 822023

e-mail
info@goadandbutcher.co.uk

Registered by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA Number 300457

 Personal Service
Local Lawyers –

We are England’s largest not-
for-profit provider of Housing 

and care for the over 55s. 

Townhead Court offers affordable 
Housing and our passion within An-
chor is giving older people a choice 
of great places and ways to live. 
There are immediate vacancies 
available at Townhead Court.

To find out more about our range of 
properties please contact the local 
manager Sharon Sorsby on 01729 
823450  or 07814 081186 alterna-
tively call the customer centre on 
0800 731 2020.’
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Langcliffe Singers 

Concert - April 2nd

Please make a note in your diary that 
at 7.30 p.m. on Saturday April 2nd 
Langcliffe Singers will be performing 
John Rutter’s Feel the Spirit and Samu-
el Coleridge-Taylor’s Hiawatha’s Wed-
ding Feast in the glorious surround-
ings of Giggleswick School Chapel, 
under the baton of their music direc-
tor Darren Everhart..

The music at 
this concert 
will be in total 
contrast to 
their extremely 
successful 
December 
performance 
of Messiah 
and will 
demonstrate the 
versatility of this community choir 
of some 60 singers.

Tickets will cost £12 and will be avail-
able from early March from the school 
via giggleswick.ticketsolve.com.  
Please check there or on the choir’s 
website langcliffesingers.org.uk  as to 
exactly when tickets will go on sale.

John Rutter is of course best known 
for his Christmas music but Feel the 
Spirit consists of seven traditional 
spirituals, arranged by John in his own 
inimitable style for choir and a mezzo-
soprano soloist. They include Joshua 
Fit the Battle of Jericho, Steal away, 

Deep River and conclude with a tri-
umphant version of When the Saints 
go Marching In which is guaranteed to 
get your hands clapping and your feet 
tapping.

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (not to be 
confused with Samuel Taylor Col-
eridge, the poet) was an Anglo-African 
composer who lived from 1875 to 
1912, dying at the tragically young age 
of 37. Although his music is not per-
formed frequently nowadays, in his 
day it was extremely popular and his 
concerts attracted wildly enthusiastic 
audiences, both in this country and in 
America. He made three tours of the 
United States and was invited to the 
White House to be received by Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt, a first for a 
person of mixed race. 

The sell-out seasons of the three Hi-
awatha cantatas - one of which the 
choir will be singing in this concert - at 
the Royal Albert Hall were conducted 
by Sir Malcolm Sargent and involved 
scenery, hundreds of choristers and 
audiences dressed in Native American 
costume. They continued to take place 
every year until 1939, long after the 
composer’s death. Although the choir 
cannot promise such large numbers of 
singers, or scenery, or even dressing 
up, they are nevertheless confident 
that you will thoroughly enjoy this 
performance, which includes the won-
derfully romantic tenor solo Come 
Away Beloved.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

10 11 12

13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29

Across 
9 Insignificant (15)
10 -------, Hardy and Willis (7)
12 Confiscate (7)
13 Fabled (9)
14 S.Crimean resort--1945  
 Conference (5)
15 Collisions (7)
18 Foetuses (7)
21 Meagre (5)
23 Spanish clicking instruments  
 (9)
25 Native of country NW of  
 Pakistan (7)
26 Ruler (7)
29 Agreeing grown-up (10,5)

Down 
1 Quarrel (4)
2 Pain (4)

3 Designed to aid memory (8)
4 Protrusion of organ through  
 abdomen wall (6)
5 Wife of Orpheus (8)
6 Fault-finding (6)
7 By sight (8)
8 Best clothes (4,4)
11 Watery discharge from eyes/ 
 nose (5)
15 Example (8)
16 Melancholy (8)
17 Church vestment room (8)
19 Occurring twice a year (8)
20 Relating to eye (5)
22 Crockery to serve hot drink  
 (6)
24 Trade in ecclesiastical  
 privileges (6)
27 Put to flight (4)
28 Detest (4)

Set by Ian Gray,  Answers on page 31
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J.MURFIN
Plumbing and Heating

Settle
Gas, Oil and LPG installations 

and servicing
New boilers with up to 10 years 

warranty included
Full bathroom installations

General plumbing
Competitive rates

Tel: 07870 164249 
        01729 825833

Affordable

Same day service

Experienced tradesman

wwwwww..rroouuttee6666rreeppaaiirrss..ccoo..uukk

5 star reviews

Washing Machines

Dryers

Dishwashers

Cookers

SSaalleess  --  RReeppaaiirrss  --  RReennttaallss

AApppplliiaannccee

RReeppaaiirr  SSeerrvviicceess
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Community Fridge at the Little 
Hub 

If you go down to the Little Hub in 
Commercial Courtyard, next to Cra-
ven Homelet, you will find our very 
own Community Fridge. It is cur-
rently open Mondays and Thursdays 
2.30-4.15pm.

 We would like to encourage anyone 
who has any surplus fruit or veg or 
other foods available in their shop, 
kitchen, allotment, garden, to bring it 
down and swap it for something they 
could make use of. As well as fresh 
veg which is always available we of-
ten have tinned goods, oats, dried 
bean and lentils as well as bread, 

soups and curries in the freezer.  

We are now getting regular surplus 
fruit, veg and some bread and cakes 
from Booths, Co op and Growing 
with Grace at least on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Most of this is top qual-
ity but in damaged packaging or 
past its Best Before date so can’t be 
sold. We will put these on the Vic-
toria Hall steps in the morning and 
take any leftovers to the Community 
Fridge in the afternoons.

If you would like to donate food but 
can’t make it when the Community 
Fridge is open on Mondays and 
Thursdays between 2.30 and 4.15pm 
you can deliver to us at Settle Quak-
ers on Monday or Thursdays as we 
are always there in the small meet-
ing room and kitchen between 10am 
and 2pm. We may be able to collect 
if you can’t get to us.

For more information contact Emma 
on settlehubfood@gmail.com. Or 
call her on 07421 369778  

Lloyds Bank at the Hub

Lloyds Bank are doing another 12 
week stint of a rural banking service 
from the hub at Unit 1, Commercial 
Courtyard. Ramesh will be there 
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every Monday 10-3 until the end 
of March at least. He can help with 
many account queries as well as ex-
plaining how to use online banking, 
phone banking or how to use the 
Post Office for transactions.

The mobile bank will continue to 
come to Settle on Wednesdays every 
other week.

Barclays coming soon to the hub

As many of you will be aware, Bar-
clays branch is closing in February. 
However, they will still be offering a 
pop-up banking service from the hub 
in Commercial Courtyard on Tues-
days 9.30-2.30. Start date has not 
been confirmed at the time of writ-
ing, but they are hoping to start be-
fore the branch closes. Like Lloyds, 
they will not be able to handle cash 
but can help with a range of other 
banking queries and get people set 
up with phone or online banking or 
how to use the post office for trans-
actions. Barclays will also have a 
mobile bank coming to Settle but 
day and time is not yet finalised.

Ink recycling at the Hub

We are still collecting any sort of 
ink cartridge, big or small, used or 
unused, for recycling. We can send 
them off and get a little bit of money 
back for them.  

Small ink cartridges can be popped 
through the Hub letter box at Unit 
1, Commercial Courtyard or left with 
us when someone is in the office. 
You can also leave them with Cra-
ven Homelet or bring them along 
to our meet ups at the Quakers on 
Mondays and Thursday 10-2.

Hub gatherings at Settle Quakers 
on Mondays and Thursdays

We are running weekly Waste Food 
Cook Ups at the Quakers on Mon-
days and making meals and pud-
dings with surplus food we collect 
from Booths, Co-op and other plac-
es.  

If you want to come and join us for 
lunch then food is available from 12 
til about 1.30pm but if you would 
like to help out come earlier but give 
us a call first.
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We are also continuing to meet 
up on Thursdays 10-2pm at Settle 
Quakers for a sort of socially dis-
tant social. Tea and cake and simple 
lunch or soup are always available 
and anyone is welcome to drop in 
throughout the day.

We sometimes do simple art or craft 
activities like soap making as part of 
these sessions. Weather permitting, 
we will also take small groups to the 
hub’s allotment at Cammock Lane to 
help with growing veg and wildflow-
ers.

We realise that getting out and min-
gling is a challenge for some after the 
last couple of years so do feel free 
to get in touch if you would like to 
come along.  

For more information contact Jo 
Rhodes on hub@settlecommuni-
tyandbusinesshub.org.uk or call 
07977 040329

Business support

Access to an independent, business-
savvy and confidential ear for your 

business questions is available in 
the form of Stefan Sykes and Alison 
Laws. 

They are working to support Cra-
ven’s businesses, large and small.  
Stefan will be based at the new busi-
ness development at the limekilns 
in Langcliffe when building work is 
completed there, hopefully around 
Easter.

They will be offering regular sessions 
in Settle, Grassington, Ingleton and 
Bentham where they can offer ad-
vice on contacts, training or funding.  

Alison and Stefan are also planning 
to run ‘Thursday Club’ events. These 
will feature useful presentations on 
innovation support, expert google 
use and support for creatives among 
many other topics. The events will 
move around North Craven and pro-
vide a chance to network as well as 
a drink and a bite to eat.

If you need some business support 
or would like to find out about these 
events then email Stefan ssykes@
cravendc.gov.uk or call him on 
07510 382 691.  
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“If only this door could 
speak”

As  off-comers  grow in numbers  in 
Settle and District  it  has occurred to 
me that some knowledge of the rich 
local history of the area can be one 
means of helping otherwise dispa-
rate people to appreciate a heritage 
they share in common. This is what 
is known as “ a community bond”.

“This door” in the title refers to the 
great oak door of St Alkelda’s church, 
Giggleswick. Having guarded the en-
trance for centuries, it is now black-
ened and gnarled with age. In early 
October 1536, a mysterious notice 
was nailed to this very door calling 
the men of Craven to arms against 
King Henry VIII. 

There had been unrest for some con-
siderable time in Settle, Langcliffe, 
Stainforth, Rathmell with Wiggles-
worth as well as in Giggleswick it-
self, These were the villages which 
constituted the ancient parish of 
Giggleswick. The Percy family had 
been lords of the manor of Giggles-
wick for most of the Middle Ages. In 
1527, soon after young Henry Percy 
became the lord, the king, who had 
his eye on Anne Boleyn as his next 
queen, after divorcing Katherine of 
Aragon, discovered that Anne and 
Henry Percy were secretly engaged.  
Percy was promptly banished to his 
northern estates in Northumber-
land.  The lordship of Giggleswick 
was handed to favourites of the 
king, the Cliffords of Skipton. Apart 
from the fact that the Percy lord-
ship suited Giggleswick people, they 
were devout Roman Catholics and 
were growing increasingly unhappy 
with the king’s behaviour towards 
his queen, Katherine of Aragon , and 
by all accounts they did not like the 
Protestant tendencies of the Clif-
fords of Skipton either. Although in 
North Craven, there were local land 
owning gentry like the Cliffords, 
Tempests, Percies and Hamertons,  
most of the land was owned by 5 
monasteries which proved to be dis-
tant landlords renting out their prop-
erty to the  local gentry, who in turn 
employed  local people to  work the 
land. 

By 1535, rumours were strong that 
the king intended to dissolve the 
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monasteries and confiscate rheir 
wealth into his own coffers. The lo-
cal people also saw common land 
on which they could graze their ani-
mals and grow a few crops, being 
enclosed by the landlords. In June 
1535, in Giggleswick parish, there 
was a riot involving around 300 peo-
ple. A number  were imprisoned for 
destroying fences and hedges enclos-
ing what had previously been com-
mon land. To add to their distress, 
the harvest that year was very bad 
and   people were near starvation. 
For the first time, what was happen-
ing in North Craven was brought 
to the attention of the king and his 
minister, Thomas Cromwell, whose 
men were just beginning the task 
of dissolving the monasteries. Until 
the land was sold off and new em-
ployment emerged, the people work-
ing on them were left at the point of 
starvation. This was happening es-
pecially in the north where so many 
monasteries were situated.

Sir Stephen Hamerton was the most 
important local land lord. He owned 
areas of land which stretched to 
York. Locally, he owned land and 
property in Slaidburn, Wiggles-
worth, Long Preston and Hellifield. 
When his attention was first drawn 
to the notice on Giggleswick church 
door, he was reluctant to assume 
leadership of a rebellion which be-
came eventually the Pilgrimage of 
Grace. However, when Sir  Nicholas 
Tempest of Bashall, relative of the 
Tempests of Broughton and Stain-

forth arrived in Giggleswick with a 
contingent of men from the Clith-
eroe area, Sir Stephen had no choice 
but to go forward with the combined 
force. The aim was to walk to York 
to join others from the Dales, Lin-
colnshire, the Vale of York and  from 
further north. In York, the leadership  
was assumed by Robert Aske, a law-
yer, from a well-respected Yorkshire 
family, whose tragically naive inten-
tion was to try to persuade the king 
to halt the process of  Dissolution.

In Brayshaw and Robinson’s A His-
tory of the Ancient Parish of Giggles-
wick, there is a good account of the 
events as far as the north west bound-
ary of the ancient parish.  Under the 
leadership of Sir Stephen Hamerton, 
and carrying a red banner depict-
ing the 5 Wounds of Christ,  around 

400 Pilgrims walked to Neals Ing, an 
important farmstead, still there, and  
lying at the foot of Fountains Fell. 
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There they were joined by others 
from neighbouring Dales. They then 
paused at the ancient Ulfgil Cross, 
long since gone, on the Stainforth- 
Littondale road near the base of 
Penyghent. There they prayed and 
sang a hymn composed by a monk 
from Sawley Abbey before they con-
tinued on their long walk to York.

About 90,000 people eventually 
gathered in York and they soon took 
over the city   under Robert Aske’s 
leadership. Henry VIII responded 
with force and the leaders were ar-
rested. The Wikipedia entry on the 
Pilgrimage of Grace is excellent, but 
for the most moving and best re-
searched account I go to  The Man 
on a Donkey by H.F.M.  Prescott, 

which I’m hoping to review in my 
next zoom Talk for Settle library. 
The novel, first published in 1952, 
was ignored during the later secular 
years of the 20th century, but has 
been re-evaluated and re-printed 
three times  in the 21st. One won-
ders how many other top quality 
novels with deeply religious content 
suffered a similar fate during those 
end of century, aggressively secular 
years. The  Times Literary Supple-
ment  called The Man on a Donkey  
“ one of the greatest historical nov-
els ever written”, while The Times 
reviewer described it as “the result 
of deep scholarship combined with 
an intense historical imagination”. 
In fact, one reviewer claimed, that 
in his opinion, H.F.M Prescott was a 
greater historical novelist on Henry 
VIII’s reign than is Hilary Mantel. 
My view is that The Man on a Don-
key conveys a more authentic fla-
vour of the period, but the work of 
the 2 novelists is  complimentary.  
The North Yorkshire library service, 
recognising the importance of  The 
Man on a Donkey for  our history, 
holds several copies for borrowing, 
of both the 1952 and  2016 editions.

 Amongst the many events described 
in this engrossing novel, we read of 
the sheer cruelty of Henry VIII in 
his dealings with the leaders of the 
Pilgrimage of Grace. Their trial is de-
scribed. All were guilty of treason. 
Sir Stephen Hamerton and Sir Nich-
olas Tempest were amongst those  
who were hanged while Robert Aske, 
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hung, drawn and quartered, suffered 
the  most terrible of deaths.  Soon 
after, John Paslew, abbot of Whalley 
Abbey was hanged  in Whalley with 
several of his monks, and William 
Trafford, abbot of Sawley Abbey was 
hanged in Lancaster.

Back in Giggleswick, the patronage 
of the church was taken from local 
dignitaries and put under the  con-
trol of the Crown. That meant that 
the vicars chosen to be in charge of 
the parish for over  a 100 years, until 
the Restoration of 1666, were Puri-
tan  Anglicans. Their legacy, very 
different from what had gone before, 
was to last for a surprisingly long 
time.

Kathleen Kinder

REMEMBRANCES OF 
WINTERS PAST

I have a poet friend in Shrewsbury 
called Jean Atkin. Her mother, how-
ever, was Mary Bland, born in Set-
tle in 1928; she died in 2017. Mary 
was a geographer, and her lifelong 
interest in landscape stemmed from 
her upbringing in Craven. It is some-
thing she passed on to her daughter. 
Jean wrote the following poem for 
her when she was in her eighties. It 
is based on the vivid tales she told of 
going sledging during the blackout. 
Jean’s website is jeanatkin.com

John Killick

SLEDGING NIGHTS

Built in the thirties, my mother’s  
 sledge

is hardwood heavy, its metal runners

blunted in the tip and race of hills.

Run down the slopes of three        
 generations, how

it rumbles over our thinner snow,

low undertow of older, colder winters

  

when the Bland bairns ran the      
 limestone hills

of Settle, ma with boys’ shoes

on her long, narrow feet

none other being available   
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  with coupons, not even

 in Leeds. Picture half

the village out after dark in the crisp

           weight of January. The hauling 

of homemade sledges up the snowlit            
 fells

And at the third field’s top, ma saw

 the drystone walls become  
the bones of hills.

Lay face forward on the sledge, 

 kicked off

and carved a glitter with trailing toes

clenched mittened fingers tight on    
 rope

and gathered speed

on whited hulks of hills

 came shrieking, steering,

veering down through propped   
 gates.

And told me how in Yorkshire in the 
war

 the sledging nights

were blackout dark, and full of  
 falling stars.

Jean Atkin

HARRISON & CROSS LTD

Valerie Hinde
Chartered architect 

  Home Extensions
New build

 Refurbishments, conversions
Listed buildings

Community and church
Commercial, agricultural, industrial

********************
49 Robin Lane

Bentham, Yorks  LA2 7AG
Tel: 015242 61407 Mob: 07503 731818

valeriehinde@gmail.com
www.valerie-hinde.co.ukp

BEST TYRES
AUTOCENTRES

TThhee  BBeesstt  IInn
--  TTyyrreess
--  EExxhhaauussttss
--  BBaatttteerriieess
--  MM..oo..TT..
--  BBrraakkeess
--  SSeerrvviicciinngg
--  AAllllooyy  WWhheeeellss
--  AAiirr  CCoonnddiittiioonniinngg  

Unit 1B
The Sidings
Settle BD24 9RP
01729 825237

Hellifield Garage
Main Street

Hellifield BD23 4HX
01729 851111
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So here we are in 2022 with a new 
year stretching ahead of us with 

all its possibilities. As we all know 
planning is important so let’s share 
the plan for 2022 which the Library 
Management Committee has made. 
(This plan has not been made in 
isolation; the views of many people 
have been taken into account.)

Our number one priority is to pro-
vide an accessible and well-stocked 
Library service which is open 20 
hours a week by 31 March this year. 
At the moment the Library is open 
for 12 hours a week so 8 hours more 
to go. Secondly, we want to increase 
our services for children and young 
people, and thirdly, to increase 
events for adults and older custom-
ers. A fourth priority is to maintain 
and if possible increase the number 
of customers receiving the Home Li-
brary and Information Service. Pri-
ority five is to increase the number 
of young volunteers working at the 
Library. Priority six is to strengthen 
the Library’s links with community 
groups whilst Priority seven is to im-
prove our publicity and communica-
tion about Library events and activi-
ties. 

As always we are most grateful to our 
dedicated team of volunteers with-
out whose input the library would 
be unable to function. The warmest 
thanks are due to each and every one 
of them. 

 Ian Tennant. 

The library reopened on Tuesday 
4th January and everyone seemed 
very pleased to see the new layout. It 
seems much brighter and more spa-
cious and it will be easier for planned 
events to take place. As for Covid 
issues:- we are continuing to wear 
masks, sanitise touch points and 
work at a careful distance. But all the 
public computers can be used and 
more people are coming into the li-
brary to browse and borrow books. 
The Christmas reading challenge has 
proved very popular. It was so good 
to see so many children visiting. 
Families will also find it easier when 
we lengthen our afternoon opening 
hours in February until 4.30pm. So 
far we haven’t been hit too hard by 
volunteer absences and have been 
able to remain open. Let’s hope this 
continues into this new year!

Events happening in the Library 

Many of our community groups have 
started or are beginning to start 
again. Our Knit and Natter group 
is meeting in the library on the first 
and third Thursday morning, 10.30-
12. There is no charge, although 
donations to the library are always 
welcome! Children are always wel-
come in our library and we are de-
lighted that school visits are restart-
ing. We hope to start our Storytime 
sessions again soon. We look forward 
to celebrating the under 5s during 
a week of events from 28th Feb- 5th 
March which will be advertised via 
facebook, twitter and poster. For the 
adults, we have two talks in February. 
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Our next speaker is Kathleen Kinder 
(topic: Modern Novel) on 4th Feb , 
7pm and we also will welcome Sarah 
Wiltshire (topic:Climate Change) on 
Feb 18th in the library at 11am. 

Please contact the library for more 
information or for the Zoom link for 
the talk by phone (01609 534535) or 
by email info@settlelibrary.org.uk or 
come in and see us! 
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Chess Club in settle

Hello again, I hope you’ve noticed 
the slight change in the title of this 
article - Chess Club in Settle.  Yes, 
the Chess Club has started and we 
will have had many club nights by 
the time you are reading this.

We meet each Monday evening from 
6pm, at Settle Social Club, and eve-
ry-one is welcome to come and join 
in.  We have a range of abilities and 
would love to have more members.  
Children and young people are invit-
ed to join us from 6pm until 7pm and 
the really good news is that mum or 
dad can either join in or wait in the 
bar and enjoy a drink at very reason-
able prices!

Did you know that Napoleon Bona-
parte played chess?  There are four 
recorded games of chess he played 
in the 1800s.  Here is the game he 
played against Henri-Gatien Ber-
trand (head of the Military House-
hold of emperor Napoleon Bonapar-
te, pictured here).

White: Napoleon Bonaparte, Black: 
Henri-Gatien Bertrand. Played in 
about 1820 at St. Helena whilst both 
men were in exile.

Some people think that computers 
have ‘solved’ chess.  Why, then, is 
a computer unable to solve this puz-
zle? Most humans can however - 
quite quickly too!  Have a go - white 
to play and draw, or even win!
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Dear Artist, Photographer and 
Crafter,

Following on from a very success-
ful Art, Photographic Exhibition and 
Silent Auction four years ago the 
1st Castleberg (Settle) Scout Group 
is hoping to hold a second in July 
2022. These fund-raising events are 
vital if we are to continue to provide 
a wide range of activities for our 
young people as well as maintaining 
and upgrading our HQ at Settle Drill 
Hall.

Settle Drill Hall is a great base for 
Scouting and an ideal space for 
community events too. Do you 
know the building? The hall was 
transformed by the installation of a 
new kitchen and recently acoustic 
panels in 2019. There used to be a 
fearsome reverberation, but that’s 
gone for good now. The building is 
so much more welcoming, even at 
times when there are high levels of 
activity and noise.

Our next step is to make the build-
ing accessible for all, so that it can 
be the community resource that it 
was built to be back in 1865. We 
have planning permission to add a 
new entrance to include a lift. Sig-
nificant money has been raised but 
more is required. This exhibition is 

part of our fundraising plan, which 
will help to unlock grants from funds 
and trusts.

We hope that you would like to help 
us by donating a piece of work to be 
sold at the Exhibition. The pieces of 
work are going to be sold by Silent 
Auction. People will be invited to 
put their bid in an envelope which 
will be opened at the end of the day. 
The highest bidder gets the piece of 
work. Last time there was a mini-
mum bid of £20 but we would be 
happy to discuss with you a mini-
mum bid for your piece of work.

We will be advertising the Exhibition 
extensively and have designated July 
9th as Exhibition day between 11am 
and 5pm. The exhibition will be held 
at the Drill Hall, Castleberg Lane, 
Settle. We like to accompany pieces 
of work with a few details of their 
creator so details would be helpful.

If you would be prepared to pledge a 
piece of your work for our fundrais-
ing exhibition please let our Chair-
man or Secretary know by Friday 
15th April (Contact details below) 
Pieces of work need to be with us by 
June 10th and we would be happy 
to collect it from you if that would 
help. If appropriate we would be 
grateful if the piece of work was 
mounted. We will of course re-
turn any unsold pieces of work. 
We do hope you are interested. 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
any of the people named below for 
further information or if you know 
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of anyone who might like to donate 
please let us know, so we can make 
contact or pass on this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Cherry Flitcroft (on behalf of Settle 
Scout Group)

1st Castleberg (Settle) Scout Group 
Registered Charity No. 1086093

Scout HQ: The Drill Hall, Castle-
bergh Lane, Settle, North Yorkshire, 
BD24 8ET   Tel: 01729 268309

Group Chairman: Cherry Flitcroft, 
‘Sunart’, Cross Haw Lane, Clapham, 
Lancaster, LA2 8DZ

Tel: 015242 51702    Email: cherry.
ann.f@gmail.com

Group Secretary: Carole Ogilvie, 8 
Penyghent View, Settle, North York-
shire, BD24 9JJ

Tel: 01729 823847    Email: caro-
leogilvie@btinternet.com 

Group Treasurer: John Hall, Knight 
Stainforth House, Little Stainforth, 
Settle, North Yorkshire, BD24 
0DP Tel: 01729 824460    Email: 
johnpjhall@btopenworld.com 

Section Contacts:settlebeavers@
gmail.com      settlecubs@gmail.com      
settlescoutstroop@gmail.com

All types of electrical work undertaken

t: 07971 856255  / 01729 823971

e: idpreston@aol.com

I. D. Preston Electrical
(Est. 1988)

3 The Green, Sele BD24 9HL
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Carers’ group look-
ing for volunteer group 

hosts in Settle.

Carers’ Resource is a local charity 
supporting unpaid carers who look 
after family members or friends. 
Debi Hawkins, locality worker for 
the charity, covers the North Craven 
area and co-ordinates the monthly 
Carers’ lunch in Settle.

This group meets on the second 
Monday of each month at the Gold-
en Lion for lunch and a catch up. 
Debi told us: “The volunteer group 
hosts are a vital part of the carers’ 
lunch. They contact group members 
in advance of the lunch to remind 
them of the date, and to check num-
bers.   They meet and greet the at-
tendees at the lunches and then feed 
back information to me as to how 
many attended and if anyone needs 
some follow up. As an added bonus, 
as we meet in a pub, there is no food 
preparation or shopping to be done!!

Our existing volunteer initially just 
stepped in as temporary cover and 
she has done a fantastic job of keep-
ing the group going pre and post 

Covid. However, she would like to 
step back now.

Ideally we would like to recruit two 
volunteers to support the group, and 
each other, to cover for holidays and 
any absences.   This role would suit 
anyone who enjoys being social and 
supporting others.

Carers’ Resource offers DBS, induc-
tion and support to volunteers in ad-
dition to travel and meal expenses.   
If you are interested and would like 
to know more, then please do con-
tact Debi on 07522 226334 or email 
dhawkins@carersresource.org
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AUSTWICK CE (VOLUNTARY AIDED) 

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Are you interested in being a governor of our school?

Our School Vision Statement

Inspired by nature and nurtured by our loving, respectful Christian envi-
ronment, we will step out into the world with courage and hope, as shin-
ing lights, illumined by knowledge, skills and understanding. We will work 
hard together, knowing all are valued and enabled to flourish in their own 
way.
   S  Spiritually Aware
   H  Healthy and Safe
   I  Inspired by creation
   N  Neighbourly and Loving
   E  Eager to learn
We have vacancies for two Foundation Governors to join the Governing 
Board.

Our Foundation Governors are appointed by the Diocesan Education 
Board in collaboration with the Parochial Church Council (PCC). The 
inclusion of Foundation Governors on our governing body is one of the 
distinguishing characteristics of our Church school.

The Foundation Governors represent the historic Church link with the 
original establishment of the school and its distinctive religious ethos. We 
would expect a Foundation Governor to be supportive of this ethos and 
proactive in promoting it.

Governors work together to carry out their core functions:

 O ensuring there is clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction
 O holding leaders to account for the educational performance of the 

organisation and its pupils and the performance management of staff 
 O overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and making 

sure its money is well spent
 O ensuring the voices of stakeholders are heard
 O Governors must also ensure that the governing body complies with all 

legal and statutory requirements.

You do not need any specific qualifications or experience to become a 
governor. The most important qualities are:
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 O commitment to children’s education,
 O willingness to undertake training and develop skills and experience,
 O ability to give time to preparing for and attending meetings,
 O confidence to ask questions and contribute to the work of the govern-

ing board,
 O commitment to upholding the Christian character of the school.

We would particularly welcome prospective governors with any of the 
following skills or experience:

 O ability to work as a member of a team and establish good relationships 
with colleagues,

 O experience of working with people to establish expectations for im-
provement,

 O financial planning, budgeting, monitoring and compliance,
 O experience in a management, leadership or chairing role,
 O understanding of how the financial efficiency of an organisation or 

business can be measured and compared with similar organisations,
 O experience of working in an educational context.

If you are interested and would like to find out more please contact 
Lindsey Smith, Chair of Governors, by email: Cofg@austwick.n-yorks.sch.
uk

HARRISON & CROSS LTD

DJB Dry Stone Walling
All types of stone work: walling, patios, driveways,
garden features etc. Landscaping
Fencing: garden or agricultural - maintenance or repair
Spraying/painting of fences, sheds or farm buildings 
Over 30 years experience
Free quotations
07950 987339

DJ Bussey dry stone walling

wombat69@@hotmail.co.uk

HARRISON & CROSS LTD

G Garden Tidy Ups
            G Hedge Trimming
                           G Jet washing
                                            G Grass cung

Tel: 07841 706444 (Giggleswick)
No obligaon esmates available

Mown	and	Grown	Garden	Services



28

Every Month
every tuesday

Settle Market, Market Place. Indoor Market at the Royal Oak – very early 
until late afternoon.

Community activities

Giggleswick Gardening Group: First Monday in the month. Litterpicking 
section. 10.00 am. Church Porch, St Alkelda’s, Contact Tony Carroll 

Rotary Club:  2nd and 4th Thursday each month at 6.30pm in the Royal 
Oak, Settle. All welcome. Secretary David Blackburne 01729 822445.

Music

Settle Voices Choir: Every Monday (term time only). Catholic Church 
Hall, Tillman Close, Craven Terrace. 1- 3pm All welcome. For information 
contact Liz Eastman (01729) 823777

Langcliffe Singers: Every Tuesday Rehearsals at St John’s Hall Settle, 7.30 
– 9.30pm (term time only). Contact (01729) 825806

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Now that you are vaccinated....

Please remember that some of these activities are 
still in “Covidation!” and check with the 

contact before trying to attend.
every effort is made to keep this information Current but 

organisers’ help is essential - if you Cease to funCtion please 
let us know

 March
Tuesday 29th. Introduction to the Wild Ingleborough project. Settle 

Town Hall. 7.30 pm - 9.00 pm. An opportunity to 
hear what about the project, meet the team, and ask 
questions. All welcome. For more information please 
contact: wild.ingleborough@ywt.org.uk



29

‘The Black Horse Jazzmen’: Every Tuesday The Royal Oak 8.00pm. Sit-
ters-in welcome

Settle Orchestra: Rehearsals every Friday evening during term time, St 
John’s Methodist Hall, 7.00 – 9.00pm . Strings especially welcome! Con-
tact (01729) 825806

Settle 3 Peaks Folk Club: For info. contact (01729) 825227 or see 
www.3peaksfolkclub.com

Recreational

Settle Photographic Group: Every third Monday Townhead Court, 7.30 
– 9.30pm  and on the 1st Monday of the month, October – April. Visi-
tors welcome. £4.00

Settle Rifle Club: Every Monday 7pm Giggleswick School cadet range (be-
hind St Alkelda’s Church)

Settle Bridge Club: Every Tuesday St John’s Church Hall 6.15 – 9.30pm. 
First Tuesday is Open Night  and every Thursday, St John’s Church Hall 
1.15 – 4pm. All welcome. Contact Secretary (01524) 251728

Monthly Whist Drives: Every second Tuesday Golden Lion Hotel, Hor-
ton-in-Ribblesdale 7.30pm. Tel. (01729) 860206

Action on Climate Emergency (ACE) Settle and Area: monthly Green Cafe 
second Saturday of each month 10.15 - 1pm at Settle Victoria Hall. Details 
about individual Cafes on the ACE website www.acesettleandarea.org

Settle & District Gardening Club: Fourth Wednesday of the month Janu-
ary - May &  September - November at the Quaker Meeting House  2 pm 
to 4 pm. Visitors welcome  £5

Settle Business Hub (Commercial Courtyard)

Waste food cook up at the Quakers 10-2 on Mondays - people are wel-
come to come along and help or just join us for lunch from 12

Socially distant social at the Quakers every Thursday 10-2 - all welcome 
for a chat, cuppa, lunch and occasional walks, trips to our allotment and 
other activities (covid permitting)

Community fridge at the Little Hub in Commercial Courtyard.  Every Mon-
day and Thursday 2.30-4.15. Come and help yourself to surplus fruit, veg 
and other food or drop off any spare food you may have. Contact Emma 
for more info settlehubfood@gmail.com 07421 369778
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Lloyds Bank pop up banking service at Settle Community and Business 
Hub in Commercial Courtyard every Monday 10-3 until at least the end 
of March. Ramesh will be there to help with online or phone banking, ac-
count queries but cannot do cash transactions.

Coming soon.. Barclays pop up banking service at Settle Community and 
Business Hub in Commercial Courtyard every Tuesday 9.30-2.30.

Sport and physical activities

Table Tennis: Every Monday Hellifield Village Institute 7.30 – 9.30pm 
Contact John Flitcroft (01729) 851358 

Line dancing: Every Monday and Wednesday St John’s Church Hall 
7.00pm - 9.30pm. All welcome. Proceeds to charity

Settle Badminton Club: Every Tuesday (Sept - April). Giggleswick School 
Sports Hall. 7.30 – 10.30pm Contact Ian Reid 07854 211114

Table Tennis: Every Tuesday Eldroth village hall all year round 7.30 – 
9.30pm. All abilities welcome. Bring a bat and enjoy a fun evening. For 
information contact: Helen and Neil Thompson (01524) 251465.

Badminton: Every Tuesday Hellifield Village Institute 7.00 – 9pm. Contact 
Bob Moore (01729) 851660

Long Preston Badminton Club: Every Tuesday during term times 7.30pm 
- 9.30pm, Long Preston Primary School, re-starting Tuesday 5th Octo-
ber this season. Contact the club secretary for more information (01729) 
840171

North Craven Strollers: Every Wednesday meets at Millennium Garden, 
nr Booths Car Park, 1.30pm

ROOTS (Respect Our Old Trees, Settle) TREE WALK: a ramble around 
Settle and Giggleswick to look at the trees and new plantings. Meet by 
‘The Listening Gallery’ (old BT phone box) on Duke Street at 10am.  (1 to 
2 hours depending upon weather)

Indoor Bowling: Every Wednesday Hellifield Village Institute 10am – 12 
noon. Contact Bob Moore (01729) 851660

Scottish Country Dancing: Every Thursday St John’s Hall 7.30pm with a 
fully qualified Scottish Country Dance teacher

Settle Charity Dance: First Saturday of every month. St Mary & St 
Michael Parish Hall, Tillman Close, Settle. If you wish to know more 
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about the dances ring (01729) 824038/ 822364 and see posters and press 
for details of the charity to be supported each month 

Nordic walking: Mondays 9am & Fridays 10.30am The Yordic Walkers - 
Nordic Walking starting at Settle Swimming Pool. £5
Thursdays 10am - The Wolftracks Wanderers - short, easy paced walks, 
with or without poles, starting at Settle Swimming Pool. £5
(Starting points may vary so please email or message in advance to book: 
jowulf@wolftracks.co.uk / 07966 981985) 

Support Groups
Amnesty International letter writing group. No longer meeting in person 
but continue their work on-line. Enquiries (01729) 268912

Age UK North Craven Trips for the over 60s. For destinations and prices 
etc. contact Sandra on (01729) 823066

Women’s Groups
Settle Women’s Institute Every first Wednesday St.John’s Church Hall,  2 
p.m. New members always welcome

Giggleswick with Settle Mothers’ Union Every second Wednesday St 
Alkeldas Church, Giggleswick, 2pm Contact: Branch Leader, Catie Jones, 
(01729) 822676 for more details

Giggleswick Women’s Institute Every first Thursday 7.00 pm at St. Mary 
and St Michael Catholic Church, Settle. Visitors welcome. Follow us on 
Facebook

Yoga classes
Iyengar Yoga Every Monday. Beginners 2.15pm - 3.30pm. Mixed Ability 
12.30 – 2pm. Friends Meeting House, Settle. Enquiries (01282) 841049

Iyengar Yoga Every Tuesday Mixed Ability 7.00 – 8.30pm. Dance Studio, 
Settle Conservative Club, Station Road. Enquiries (01282) 841049.

Across: 9 Inconsequential, 10 Freeman, 12 Impound, 13 Legendary, 14 
Yalta, 15 Impacts, 18 Embryos, 21 Scant, 23 Castanets, 25 Afghani, 26 
Monarch, 29 Consenting adult. 

Down: 1 Tiff, 2 Ache, 3 Mnemonic, 4 Hernia, 5 Euridyce, 6 Snippy, 7 Visu-
ally, 8 Glad rags, 11 Rheum, 15 Instance, 16 Plangent, 17 Sacristy, 19 
Biannual, 20 Optic, 22 Teaset, 24 Simony, 27 Rout, 28 Hate. 
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Fast Flows The Ribble

As I was crossing Settle/Giggles-
wick’s mighty Ribble, on my way 
to choir and apple crumble cake, 
it occurred to me how little I know 
about our waterway beyond Little 
Stainforth to the north and Station 
Road to the south. Some five years 
ago, shortly after we moved to the 
area, we witnessed the Ribble in full 
spate. The lowest part of the river-
side path was submerged to the 
extent that we had to use the short 
ramp towards the school field-gate 
and climb over the railing to regain 
terra firma. That same day, walking 
over the footbridge was a dramatic 
experience with the angry waters 
pounding just a couple of feet below. 
Without wishing to sound OTT, it re-
minded me of the power of the flow 
at Huka Falls, north of Lake Taupo 
in New Zealand’s North Island. 
Huka is not a cascade, but a gorge 
through which 220,000 litres of wa-
ter crash every second. An unforget-
table sight and sound!

Before I go on, I must point 
out that I have unasham-
edly turned to dear Wiki-
pedia for convenient Rib-
ble information, despite 
being aware of its frailties. 
I welcome in the next issue 
of the SCN any corrections to 
factual errors from local experts 
who know better (Cunning ruse to 
encourage letters to the editor).

The Ribble is very much a Yorkshire 

river by virtue of its source at the 
confluence of Gayle Beck and Cam 
Beck (or Batty Wife Beck?) near Rib-
blehead. Measuring 121 kms, it is 
the longest of the few that start in the 
Yorkshire Dales and flow westwards 
to the Irish Sea between Lytham and 
Southport. The Dee in Dentdale and 
the Twiss in Kingsdale are notable 
others. Its main tributaries are the 
Hodder, Calder, Darwen and Doug-
las. Above Hellifield the river valley 
is of course known as Ribblesdale.

The Ribble Way is a long-distance 
footpath following the river for much 
of its course and the Ribble is con-
nected to both Leeds & Liverpool 
and Lancaster Canals. The river 
downstream of Preston was dredged 
when the town was an active port 
but silt now spreads more widely 
over the beaches around Fairhav-
en and St Annes. Its 16km-wide es-
tuary forms part of a Special Protec-
tion Area for wildlife. An average 
of 340,000 water-birds winter here, 
making it one of the most important 
wetland sites in Britain. The Ribble 

is also a key breeding-ground 
for the endangered Atlantic 

salmon. Having witnessed 
the number of abject failures to leap 
the falls at Stainforth Force, I’m not 
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surprised it’s at 
risk. There must 
be easier ways 
to procreate. 
Still, the survival 
of the fittest!

The name ‘Ribble’ 
may derive from a 
compound in the Brit-
tonic language. The 
first elememt 

is rö, 
a noun 

prefix mean-
ing ‘great’, as you 

would expect, though also seen in 
Welsh rhy and Cornish re. The sec-

ond part is the noun pol , with 
connotations that 
include ‘puddle, 
pond, upland 
stream’. The 

Ribble may once 
have been known as Brem-
etona, underlying the name 
Bremeten(n)acum, the Roman 
fort guarding a crossing-point 
at Ribchester. Involved here is 
the Brittonic root breμ-, mean-

ing ‘roaring’ (cf Welsh 
brefu), as seen in the 

river-names ‘Breamish’ in North-
umberland, ‘Braan’ in Scot-
land and ‘Brefi’ in Wales.

Archaeological finds dating 
from Neolithic to Saxon 

times from along 
the Ribble dur-
ing the creation 

of Preston Docks 
revealed human 

habitation in 
the area over 
a long period, 

though the 
river would have 

looked completely 
different then and 
the coastline is likely 

to have been much 
further east than it is at 

present, as land has been re-
claimed and the marsh extended 
into the Ribble due to sedimenta-
tion.
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In Roman times the Ribble seems 
to have been known as Belisama, 
which is surely linked with Italian 
bellissima. Belisama probably gave 
its name to Samlesbury on the A59 
and Ptolemy’s ‘Belisama aest’ ap-
pears to represent the Ribble estu-
ary. Remains of another Roman site 
were discovered at Walton-le-Dale, 
just off the A6, in the middle of the 
C19th. The medieval silver Mitton 
Hoard was found near the conflu-
ence of rivers Ribble and Hodder 
in the first decade of the present 
century and is lodged in Clitheroe 
Castle Museum, whilst the Cuerd-
ale Hoard, the largest Viking silver 
collection ever found outside Rus-
sia was discovered in 1840 on the 
southern bank of a river-bend near 
Preston. 

Of further historical note, after his 
defeat at the Battle of Hexham in 
1464 during the Wars of the Roses, 
King Henry VI hid in various sup-
porters’ houses, including Wad-
dington Hall, from where, in the fol-
lowing year, he escaped a group of 
Yorkists but was captured soon after 
crossing the river at the old stepping 
stones at Brungerley.

The Ribble used to mark the north-
ernmost extent of the ancient king-
dom of Mercia and, at the time 
of the Domesday Book, the river 
formed the northern boundary of an 
area of land (known as Inter Ripam 
et Mersam), that was included in the 
information for Cheshire, though it 
was probably not formally a part of 

that county. There was a bridge at 
Edisford, Clitheroe in 1339. The age 
of the present sandstone structure is 
unknown, but certain features may 
date back to the late medieval pe-
riod. The current Ribchester bridge 
dates from 1774, replacing one built 
in 1669. A Ribble estuary fixed cross-
ing  has sometimes been proposed 
to shorten the route between South-
port and Blackpool, eg 1899-1906 
a tramroad; 1907 a railway tunnel; 
1938-47 a bridge; 2007 a road link. 
The latter envisaged a development 
similar to the Rance Tidal Power 
Station in Brittany. Quick! Find the 
blueprint! In 2011 an April Fool’s 
joke suggested a 14km road tunnel 
from Marshside to Lytham.

In the Ribble’s catchment area, the 
Ribble Rivers Trust works to im-
prove, protect and promote the river 
for its 1.25 million people and its 
wildlife. Preston City Council pub-
lished plans to build a barrage and 
water sports park with over 4000 
houses and businesses in the flood 
plain. The Save the Ribble campaign 
argues that this would endanger 
wildlife, increase flood risk and dam-
age greenbelt areas. Parts of the river 
are indeed a County Biological Her-
itage Site. Watch this space!

PS. For the cruciverbalists, try this 
apt cryptic clue from Times Cross-
word No 28,116:

 Royal house engaged in retail in 
scenic area (9,5)

Ian Gray
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Designers, suppliers & installers
of quality German kitchens.

Call in at one of our beautiful showrooms in
Lower Bentham or Kirkby Lonsdale

www.butlerinteriors.co.uk

Butler Interiors
Low Mills
Mill Lane
Low Bentham
Lancaster
LA2 7FL

015242 63388 015242 37747

Next125 Kitchens
Lane House Business Park

Kendal Road
Kirkby Lonsdale

Cumbria
LA6 2HH

For personal and dignified service
With private Chapel of Rest

Unit 2 Kings Mill Lane, Settle
North Yorkshire BD24 9BS

01729 825444
24-hour service
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About the Rotary Club 
of Settle

We are a small group of like-minded 
people who want to make a differ-
ence in our local community, nation-
ally and the wider world. The Rotary 
motto is “Service above Self” and 
our Club was founded back in 1929.

Locally our regular events 
include our popular 
Santa’s Grotto at 
the Settle Lights 
Switch onand 
the Santa 
Collection 
round all 
the local 
area. This 
involves 
3 weeks 
of Santa 
in his Sleigh 
and a group 
of Elves knock-
ing on doors ask-
ing for donations. This 
year we survived the windi-
est Switch-on to give presents out 
to 150 children, and thanks to a lot 
of willing volunteer elves and San-
tas from the local community the 
collection raised a record amount 
of £5845 which is all earmarked for 
local good causes like Village Halls 
and Schools, Scouts, Swimming 
Pool, local young people etc..

Nationally we are part of Rotary in 
Great Britain and Ireland which has 

1700 Clubs and we support Nation-
al Charities like Prostate Cancer UK 
and Marie Curie. In normal times we 
collect for Marie Curie and also run 
an annual Blood-pressure Day. Our 
annual Merry-go-Round (a “safari” 
supper with a 3 course meal in 3 dif-
ferent local hotels) was not possible 
in 2021 and we have reluctantly de-
cided to cancel for Feb 2022. Hope-

fully we can start this again 
in 2023.

Internationally 
Rotary has 2.1 mil-

lion members 
in 33000 Clubs 

in over 200 
countries 
(and as 
a Rotar-

ian you are 
welcome 
to visit any 

Club world-
wide). We sup-

port charities like 
Mary’s Meals and 

Shelter Box which work 
worldwide and also KASIN,  

a locally based charity that supports 
education in remote villages in Ne-
pal. Our Settle Saunter in June in-
volved nearly 300 people running, 
walking, (or even sauntering), round 
10km, 13 or 23 mile routes locally, 
and raised £7000 some of which 
has been donated to CRO and Vic-
toria Hall, but is mainly focused on 
international need. £2000 has been 
put into Lendwithcare (www.lend-
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Looking ahead with 
ACE

As reported in the December edition 
of Community News (Update on the 
ACE transport survey) the 15 Janu-
ary’s Green Café meeting (held as 
this edition went to press) featured 
feedback and discussion about the 
results of ACE’s Transport and En-
ergy Survey. Led by Paul Cochrane, 
a full report will be featured in the 
April edition of the Community 
News.

Further ways to cut our carbon will 
be discussed at the  Green Café 
meeting on Saturday 12 March 
(10.30am -1.00pm). It will feature 
individuals, businesses and commu-
nity groups who are already making 
changes to help further our own low 
carbon ambitions. Further details 
will be announced. 

Sarah Wiltshire

ACE Co-ordinator.

withcare.org) and through that we 
are currently making small loans to 
small scale entrepreneurs in Peru, 
Malawi and Vietnam.

Through Rotary’s own charity, Foun-
dation, we have donated every year 
to the challenge of eliminating po-
lio worldwide, a project that Rotary 
started in 1985 and has been joined 
by the WHO, Gates Foundation, 
and many others- only 5 cases of po-
lio in the whole world in 2021.

During the pandemic we have been 
able to meet on Zoom, which has 
enabled us to have speakers from 
the USA, Germany and France, as 
well as many charities that would 
not have been able to visit us in 
person. When possible we meet on 
the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each 
month from 6.30pm at The Royal 
Oak, Settle, with a two course meal 
followed by usually a short period 
for club business then a speaker, ei-
ther a guest or a club member. Meet-
ings are relaxed and friendly with 
little formality. Visitors are always 
welcome at any meeting and the 
programme and details of speakers 
are usually on our website where 
contact details can be found.(www.
settlerotary.org.uk )

If you are interested in coming along 
one night, with no commitment, con-
tact any Rotarian, or our Secretary, 
David Blackburne, 01729 822445 or 
dhblackburne@btinternet.com Stainforth, Horton-in-Ribblesdale

e-mail:cecclestons@gmail.com



38

Pre & Post Retirement Planning
(Pension & Investments)

Investments

Inheritance tax and Estate
planning

Free initial consultation

Roger Kuhlmann FPFS
Charteered Independent Financial Planner

T - 01729 824267

rkuhlmann@storrswealthplanning.co.uk

Unit 10, Commercial
Yard, Settle BD24 9RH

31 Main Street, Bentham 
Tel: 015242 61868

Email: temptationsbentham@yahoo.co.uk
www.temptationsbentham.co.uk

Agents for Brother Sewing Machines
Qualified and experienced staff 

on hand to give advice
Demonstrations available by appointment

Fabrics, Haberdashery and Yarns, 

Classes in Patchwork, Sewing, 
Embroidery, Lampshades and much more

Offering detailed biomechanical 
assessment and treatment of

! Back, neck and joint pain
! Soft tissue and overuse injuries
! Post surgery and fracture rehabilitation
! Mobility problems 

For further information or 
to make an appointment

Tel: 07949 147304

BSc  MCSP  HCPC Registered

grichmondphysio@hotmail.com
3b The Sidings
Settle, BD24 9RP
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A lasting legacy - ener-
gy saving at SS Mary & 

Michael, Settle
In December’s Community News a 
short article about One World Week 
mentioned presentations from local 
churches about reducing their car-
bon footprint. Here, Paul Kelly offers 
some insights about one of the pro-
jects.
By 2006 it was clear repairs were 
badly needed to the 1962 built Cath-
olic church hall because of deteriora-
tion and settlement of the structure 
from age and its location on sloping 
ground. Along with the cracks in the 
wall, the roof was leaking, the toilets 
at the rear of the church hall were 
in poor condition and down steep 
steps, and many of the single glazed 
windows were rotting. The draughty 
hall was very high from floor to ceil-
ing, the floor being some 400mm 
drop from the attached Chapel floor. 
The only heaters were infrared over-
head bars...
Plans were drawn for refurbishment, 
initially involving a re-or-
dering of the church to take 
over the hall space but later 
modified to retain the hall 
as a parish and community 
facility. Although the Cath-
olic Church in the UK had 
engaged very little publicly 
with the climate crisis at 
that time the local project 
leaders saw from the outset 
an opportunity to improve 

energy efficiency, prioritising lower-
ing of the ceiling, insulating the roof 
and double glazing the windows. 
As the repairs and insulation pro-
gressed the parish received a com-
pletely unexpected legacy from a 
long-standing annual visitor to the 
area. A man whose own life epito-
mised simple living and without 
family he split his estate between his 
home parish, ours and other chari-
ties. Despite his intense humility 
and modesty we think he would be 
delighted his provision encouraged 
the parish to embrace the LiveSim-
ply award and greatly extend the 
measures we could take.
In the church hall we were able to 
raise the floor throughout to match 
the chapel, insulating it as we went. 
The heat-losing cracked blockwork/
brick walls could be heavily insulat-
ed using external cladding and now 
look smart with acrylic flexible ren-
der. The whole roof was refurbished 
and a south-facing 3.6Kw solar pan-
el installation contributes electricity 
to the local grid – over 12,000KWh 
since 2018 – and, easily seen from 
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the road, is a visible sign of our com-
mitment to energy efficiency. 

With a new energy-efficient boiler 
and separate thermostatic controls 
for chapel and hall, low energy light-
ing (that switches off in some areas 
if no-one is present) together with 
redecoration, refurbishment of the 
kitchen and toilet areas and a loop 
sound system the hall is now fan-
tastic for parish events and hiring 
for use by the local community. It is 
wonderful to share such a welcome 
and welcoming facility in our rural 
small market town; it is toasty warm 
in winter at modest cost to the envi-
ronment.

And then there was money left over! 
As we held services that highlight 
our responsibility to be stewards of 
the environment and arranged talks 
to become familiar with much ex-
panded Church teaching it soon be-
came clear an energy makeover for 
the church itself would be a fitting 
use of the remainder. An investment 
in the future, not only of the parish 
but a contribution towards caring for 
our common home. Of more modern 
construction we were able to inter-

nally insulate the walls with cladding 
and insulate the church roof by in-
stalling a lowered ceiling and replace 
the old floor with new, easy to main-
tain hard wearing flooring. A glazed 
folding hardwood screen was also 
fitted to allow the church to open up 
into the hall to cater for larger con-
gregations – a Godsend in these days 
of distanced seating. We specified 
dimmable recessed very low energy 
lighting, sealed off a draughty porch 
(now refashioned into a light, fully 
glazed mini side chapel) and added 
a new glazed entrance porch to both 
improve restricted mobility access 
and provide an additional barrier to 
unwanted heat loss from the body of 
the church.

In the last 12 months, especially 
around the COP 26, we have been 
so encouraged to hear our Bishops 
speaking from the heart, asking poli-
ticians for a new global understand-
ing of our world and our common 
responsibility but also about the 
need for local concern and action. 
They point out this too may have 
far-reaching consequences. We are 
trying to play our part through our 
choices and everyday decisions. 

The generous legacy is now all used 
but we can continue to build a lega-
cy of love and respect for Creation. 
Already parishioners are looking at 
how we can improve the car park 
by replacing hard-packed stone that 
causes bad water run off with a grid 
(recycled of course) planted with 
grass to encourage rain to replen-
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ish the ground. We intend to adapt 
areas of lawn to diverse wildflower 
meadow that will encourage pollina-
tors, and we continue to hold ecu-
menical services for care of creation, 
and blessings of animals. All the 
time sharing our hopes, experiences 
and prayers with nearby churches 
who also are ‘greening’. The Meth-
odist church not 100yds from us has 
an Eco-congregation Award. It’s not 
a competition; simply living more 
sustainably is a shared value from 
the Gospel which calls for a transfor-
mation of heart and mind that con-
nects the restoration of relationships 
with each other, with creation and 
with God. 

Paul Kelly

Parishioner and Member of the 
Energy Group of ACE Settle 
For more information contact Paul 
via office.ssmarymichael@dioceseo-
fleeds.org.uk or acesettleandarea@
gmail.com

Tel:  07880 783783
e-mail: settlemusic@gmail.com

www.settlemusic.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter

We are a music business based in Settle
and are agents for a wide range of 

musical instruments and  other music
related products and services.

We run various regular sessions
and support local events.

Get in touch to find out moreHARRISON & CROSS LTD
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GRAHAM SWIFT – 
HERE WE ARE

It’s a pity that English literature 
doesn’t recognise “quiet fiction” as a 
genre worthy of comment.  We have 
thrillers, spy fiction, historical fiction, 
romantic fiction, science fiction and 
a lot more besides – but in the gener-
al taxonomy of books you won’t find 
“quiet fiction”.  If there were such 
a genre, we Brits (and Irish) would 
do rather well at it.  Think of Jane 
Austen, Graham Greene, John Ban-
ville and Anita Brookner – and keep 
going because the full list would be 
lengthy and distinguished.

Less lauded among modern quiet 
authors sits Graham Swift, born in 
1949 and the author of eleven nov-
els.  In 1996 Swift won the Booker 
Prize with Last Orders. This is quiet 
novel writing at its best – a tale in 
which a small group of ageing south 
London men fulfil the wishes (the 
“last orders”) of their late friend, 
Jack Dodds, that they should scatter 
his ashes into the sea from the end 
of Margate pier.  As the journey pro-
gresses, the narrative is handed in 
turn to each member of the group, 
opening up different perspectives on 
episodes of their lives and reeling 
out a narrative thread.  One critic at 
the time noted that Swift had the en-
viable knack of showing how these 
uneducated, rather inarticulate men 
could give vent to feelings of great 
depth and sensitivity.  For me, that 
hits the nail right on the head.  Last 

Orders is nothing if not moving; I 
have read it three times and the 
pleasure hasn’t palled.  (Note also 
that Last Orders was filmed in 2001, 
with Bob Hoskins, Helen Mirren 
and Michael Caine in lead roles.  It 
is well worth watching.)

Here We Are, the subject of this ar-
ticle, is Graham Swift’s latest novel, 
published in 2020.  It is out of the 
same mould as Last Orders.  The 
action of Here We Are opens at the 
outbreak of war in 1939, proceeds to 
the summer of 1959 and is rounded 
off fifty years later as the lead female 
character, Evie, looks back at events.

Ronnie Deane is an eight-year old 
working class east London boy, 
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evacuated in 1939 to the middle-
class Oxfordshire home (“Ever-
grene”) of childless couple Eric and 
Penelope Lawrence.  Ronnie be-
comes enchanted with the gentle-
ness of the Lawrences and with the 
comfort of Evergrene – stark con-
trasts to Ronnie’s shabby London 
home and his sour, unambitious 
mother, Agnes.  For the Lawrences, 
Ronnie is the adored child that Pe-
nelope lost through miscarriage.  At 
Evergrene Ronnie becomes aware 
that, a couple of times a week, Mr 
Lawrence disappears into Oxford for 
the whole evening, returning very 
late.  Eventually he discovers that 
his host is a performing magician, 
stage name Lorenzo.  Lorenzo then 
begins to teach Ronnie the tricks of 
the trade – and Ronnie proves highly 
adept at it.  Hats off to Graham Swift 
for his depiction of the way in which 
young Ronnie is gradually absorbed 
by the calm sweetness and encour-
agement of the Lawrences: the writ-
ing is tender and sensitive, but never 
mawkish.

By the end of the war Ronnie feels 
alienated from his mother and she 
from him, feelings that persist for 
years.  Swift then winds his narrative 
forward to 1959, by which time Ron-
nie is an up-and-coming illusion-
ist, a term which, on grounds of his 
highly developed skills, he prefers to 
“magician”.  During National Ser-
vice he had befriended comedian, 
compère and, later, actor Jack Rob-
bins (known on stage as Jack Rob-

inson – as in “before you can say”).  
Robbins urges Ronnie to find a glam-
orous lady assistant because that is 
what audiences expect, so into the 
narrative comes Evie White.  Ronnie 
and Evie work well, both profession-
ally (he saws her in half, for exam-
ple) and personally, with the result 
that they become engaged.  As their 
performances attract ever greater 
acclaim, Jack guides their stage ca-
reers, becoming their close friend as 
well as their mentor. Under Jack’s 
guidance Ronnie becomes Pablo 
(his middle name being Paul) and 
then The Great Pablo, while Evie 
(which is a bit common) becomes 
Eve (which, with its overtones of 
sexual allure, is not).  In Swift’s deft 
handling of their lives together, their 
performing tricks are a metaphor for 
their real lives, where what you see – 
or think you see – is not quite reality. 
But then hard reality returns in the 
form of Ronnie’s mother, whose vin-
egary temperament has never devel-
oped any appreciation of Ronnie’s 
success.  She unwittingly becomes 
the cause of a rupture between the 
three stage friends that remains un-
explained until Evie reminisces at 
the end of the novel.  I will not spoil 
readers’ enjoyment by giving the 
explanation away.  Like The Great 
Pablo’s audiences, you will have to 
hold your breath, then gasp.

Here We Are seems to me a small 
masterpiece (small because at under 
200 pages in standard paperback 
size) it is quite short.  I loved Barney 
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Norris’ comment in The Guardian: 
“I don’t know quite how Swift does 
it – the book is light, perhaps slight, 
and the story is all told at one or two 
removes so that it reads as though 
it’s happening in the next room. And 
yet it’s a magical piece of writing: the 
work of a novelist on scintillating 
form.”

Couldn’t have put it better myself.  

The only thing I would add is this.  
Don’t feel you have to choose be-
tween Last Orders and Here We Go: 
read them both.

Bob Young

HARRISON & CROSS LTD
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Media roundup

The future of Channel 4 

As reported in the October 2021 edi-
tion of Community News (Why pri-
vatise Channel 4?) the government’s 
consultation on selling off C4 closed 
on 14 September. At the time it was 
expected that a decision would be 
made by the end of the year. What 
was not expected was the massive 
public response to the consultation, 
with over 60,000 people and organi-
sations responding.

Appearing before the House of Com-
mons Digital, Culture, Media and 
Sport Committee on 23 November, 
culture secretary Nadine Dorries 
said she had not made a decision 
about the future of public service 
broadcaster and that responses were 
still being analysed.

Channel 4 is a publicly owned, non-
profit organisation that invests its 
income back into commissioning 
content. It receives no public money 
and is funded entirely through its 
commercial activity. Most of its in-
come comes from TV and online ad-
vertising.

A decision on its future could be an-
nounced shortly. Meanwhile bank-
ers have estimated the worth of C4 
to be around £650m.

Assange’s legal team launch 
appeal

Julian Assange’s legal team has filed 
an application for permission to ap-
peal to the Supreme Court, after the 
United States government won an 
appeal at the High Court in London 
on 10 December over the publisher’s 
extradition to the USA. This over-
turned an earlier decision (Julian 
Assange (3) December’s Commu-
nity News) made by Judge Vanessa 
Baraitser who ruled that Assange 
would be subjected to conditions 
that would cause his mental health 
to deteriorate to the point of high 
risk of suicide.

The High Court said that US as-
surances were enough to guarantee 
that the WikiLeaks founder would 
be treated humanely and directed a 
lower court judge to send the extra-
dition request to the home secretary, 
Priti Patel, for review. 

Assange is wanted in the US over 
WikiLeaks’ publication of hundreds 
of thousands of classified documents 
about the Afghanistan and Iraq wars 
which disclosed alleged war crimes. 
If found guilty in the US he could be 
jailed for up to 175 years, although 
the exact sentence is difficult to es-
timate.

A decision on the appeal to the Su-
preme Court is likely to be made in 
January or February.

Barry White.
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33,,  SSoowwaarrtthh  IInndduussttrriiaall  EEssttaattee,,  SSeettttllee,,  NNoorrtthh  YYoorrkksshhiirree,,  BBDD2244  99AAFF
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Manufacturers and Installers of:

+ Doors

+ Windows

+ Garden Rooms

+ Bespoke Furniture

+ Porches

+ Gates & Fencing

+ Decking

+ Roof Trusses

SSEETTTTLLEE  CCOOAALL  CCOO..  LLTTDD
Station Road, Settle, N. Yorks BD24 9AB

01729 822534
info@settlecoal.co.uk

DELIVERY OR COLLECTION OF
SOLID FUELS,  LOGS AND KINDLING

WE ALSO SUPPLY A COMPLETE  RANGE
OF BUILDING MATERIALS
! WANEY LAP FENCING
! WOODEN AND CONCRETE POSTS
! NATURAL STONE & CONCRETE FLAGS
! DECORATIVE GRAVELS
! ROOF SLATES

Visit our shop for a wide range of 
professional tools and engineering supplies.

including bearings, V-belts and 
made- to-order hydraulic pipes

TThhee  FFoooott  CClliinniicc
The Foot Clinic has been providing a full range

of foot/leg care treatments: 
Chiropody, Podiatry and Biomechanics 

at the Sidings, Settle since 1998. 
Fully trained and registered, we offer the 

highest quality, professional care.
! Corn and Callus (hard skin) removal
!   Nail cutting 
 !  In-growing toe nail treatment
!  Full biomechanical treatment for leg and foot
    injuries
 !  Specialists in Sports/running/walking injuries
!  Concessions for senior citizens Chiropody 
    on Fridays

Get the treatment you
need when you want it! 

0011772299  
882255990000
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Desperately Seeking 
Good News

It is not easy to find anything to raise 
a smile in the news so far this year.  
Some good news from Dorset where 
for the third year running thousands 
of participants and spectators will be 
deprived of their annual opportunity 
to enjoy Moore’s Dorset Knob bis-
cuits being hurled across the coun-
tryside in an attempt to break the 
record for distance thrown. You are 
more likely to break a record than 
break the biscuit as you will know if 
you have ever attempted to eat one 
of these legendary rock-hard balls 
first concocted 150 years ago to use 
leftover dough. The event is can-
celled because it has not been possi-
ble to find a safe venue for thousands 
of visitors and an endless number of 
flying biscuits harder than cricket 
balls thrown by the enthusiastic un-
skilled. At least that means there will 
be more Dorset Knobs to sell to tour-
ists so steer clear of anyone return-
ing from a trip to Dorset. Apparently 
they can be edible if dunked in cider 
but please don’t try this with 
Yorkshire ales. 

Down In neighbouring Hamp-
shire, Milly a 3 year old Jack 
Russell featured in a good  
news story after escaping from 
her collar and disappearing 
into reed beds near Langstone 
Harbour. She was eventually 
spotted on a tidal mudflat but 
ignored all pleas to return to 

dry land for two days. It seemed 
nothing could save her from the next 
high tide until a local Drone Club 
attached a sausage to a drone and 
with some skilful low flying tempted 
Milly to follow the sausage to high-
er ground.  Although reported as a 
great success by the press, in reality 
Milly then disappeared into some 
woodland close to the greater dan-
gers of the busy A3, but safe from 
drones. Possibly she was distressed 
when the sausage took off into the 
sky again. It was another two days 
before she was finally reunited with 
her owner.

Thankfully, no stray foodstuffs have 
been spotted in our local skies re-
cently, but you may remember a re-
port in the Yorkshire Evening Post 
on July 30th 2015 when a man at-
tempted to fly a Yorkshire Pudding 
over local landmarks as a tribute to 
his late father. Apparently, the pud-
ding, made to Jason Hartley’s gour-
met recipe, was attached to a Stedi-
drone QU4D quadrocopter drone. It 
reached heights of 100 metres with a 
speed of 10 kilometres per hour once  
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s it crossed  Saltaire, Ilkley Moor, 
and Aysgarth Falls before ending its 
travels at Ribblehead. So think again 
if you claim you once saw a flying 
saucer at Batty Moss. Most sightings 
of UFOs are from pub car parks and 
that includes the 2011 Dudley Dor-
ito photographed from the Badgers 
Sett car park in the Black Country.

As for local good news stories, I no-
ticed a headline Number one Choice 
for Staycations online last week 
with a photograph of Settle Town 
Hall. The supporting evidence for 
the claim was comments written 
in AirBNB property Visitor Books 
across the country; apparently there 
are 45 in and around Settle filled 
with glowing reports about our town, 
walks, waterfalls, and hopefully, us. 
Sadly, the results of the Environ-
ment Agency’s latest tests on water 
quality at our local swimming beach 
at Ilkley were not so encouraging. 
Never mind, let us stay positive; it 
looks like we might be able to get Jet 
Two to take us to a Blue Flag beach 
this year. If we go before the summer 
we could save a week’s electricity 
and gas bills and pay for the holiday. 
Just pick somewhere where there are 
no English newspapers, online bul-
letins or TVs and hopefully forget 
the gloom. 

Barry Forster

Penny Lowe
Reflexologist and EFT Practitioner

Clinic setting or home visits available
01729 822120
07855 289305

www.pennylowe.co.uk

07855 289305
mrspennylowe@gmail.com
www.pennylowe.co.uk

Reflexology
Indian Head Massage

EFT Tapping
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or visito&CROSS LTD

Reflexology, Massage,
Aromatherapy,

Indian Head massage,
Baby & Toddler reflex & massage

Reexology, Massage,
Aromatherapy,

Indian Head massage,
Baby & Toddler reex & massage

For babies up to the elderly
You can choose from visiting my therapy room

or arranging a home visit

Treatments	tailored	to	you

Contact: 01729 860291 / 07776322871

or visit:www.linnboothholistictherapies.com
Facebook: Linn Booth Holistic Therapies

Scott Sanderson
Painter & Decorator

13 Ingfield Lane
Settle
North Yorkshire
BD24 9BA

Estimates given

01729 825670
07745 155871

CHRIS MARKLEW
JOINERY & CARPENTRY LTD

Est 1995
Local, Family run Joinery company

for all your Joinery
and Home Improvement Needs 

Call Chris
07813 754540         01729 822826
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Keeping the Heat In – 
Your Craven Guide to 

Retrofitting 

Environmental charity Hubbub 
have created a ‘Keeping The Heat 
In’ guide for Craven residents on 
how to protect against rising energy 
bills and get your home fit for the 
future with better insulation. Jess 
Wiles from the charity talks through 
some quick wins and bigger impact 
measures plus talks to some local 
residents who have made changes. 

So what is retrofit? Retrofit means ‘to 
fit afterwards’, so when it comes to 
energy it’s about making changes to 
your home to make it warmer and 
more energy efficient. This could 
include installing insulation, bet-
ter ventilation, new heating and hot 
water systems or renewable energy 
technology.

What are the benefits of 
retrofitting insulation?

Annual energy bills are predicted to 
go up £400 on average per house-
hold from spring 2022, so acting 
now to retrofit your home and take 
advantage of available funding will 
protect you from price rises. 

 O  By retrofitting your home, you 
could also benefit from: 

 O  A more comfortable home with 
fewer draughts and cold spots

 O  A better maintained home 
protected from damp, mould or 

damage

 O  Potentially increasing the value 
of your home

 O  Knowing you’re helping to 
do your bit to tackle climate 
change, by reducing your home’s 
carbon footprint.

Where should I start?

Retrofit can be expensive and dis-
ruptive, but there are also some 
quick wins to be had. Loft insulation 
for example is relatively affordable 
and easy to install yourself and will 
pay back within 1-2 years in many 
cases. Make sure you have the rec-
ommended 270mm (10.6inches) 
of insulation, such as mineral wool 
insulation. You could also consider 
treated sheep’s wool insulation. An 
uninsulated loft can leak a quarter 
of your heating bill! 

Other measures such as solid wall 
insulation or replacing windows can 
be more costly and require more 
work, but they also result in big-
ger savings too – both for your bills 
and the environment in reducing 
your home’s carbon footprint. Many 
stone buildings in Craven are like-
ly to have solid walls, which while 
beautiful and historic, can leak a lot 
of heat. These can be insulated ei-
ther internally or externally. 

For bigger measures, considering 
these when you’re having other reno-
vation works or moving home makes 
sense, to reduce costs and minimise 
disruption. You could also consider 
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retrofitting part of your home or do-
ing it in stages. 

This table gives you a breakdown of 
different retrofit measures you can 
take to keep the heat in and their 
rough cost, payback time, ease to do 
and environmental benefit. For more 

tips and guidance on where to get 
started, plus planning permission 
and funding – read the Keep The 
Heat in Retrofit guide. Funding sup-
port changes regularly so it’s worth 
keeping an eye on funding advice 
sites like Simple Energy Advice.

Sally – Small Changes, Big 
Differences

Inexpensive and simple improve-
ments have made a big difference 
to Sally in Newby. By installing new 

radiator thermostats, switching off 
radiators in spare rooms and using a 
chimney sweep, Sally has found that 
her stone bungalow is now much 
better at keeping the heat in. 

Having only recently made the 
changes, she hasn’t seen any finan-
cial impact yet – but it’s likely that 
she’ll be keeping out draughts and 
additional future heating costs. 

Paul – Keeping Warm in a 
Conservation Area

Living in a conservation area hasn’t 
stopped Paul from making improve-
ments to his home in Settle. After 
getting planning permission, Paul 
replaced all his windows with tri-
ple glazing and installed insulation 
to the walls and roof – resulting in 
a much cosier and warmer home. 
Whilst the windows were provided 
by different contractors, Paul decid-
ed to get stuck in and installed the 
insulation himself. 
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But it’s not just about the big impact 
investments, Paul says  “We’ve done 
some major work on the house, but 
small changes can make a big differ-
ence too”.

Warm & Well helps people and 
communities living in cold homes or 
struggling with energy bills to stay 
warm and well in winter, to keep you 
fit for the future. Residents are en-
couraged to call freephone number 
to find out what support is available 
to you: 0808 278 7900.

Hubbub are working with Craven 
District Council to help residents re-
duce energy bills and save energy to 
tackle climate change. This is part of 
their European Regional Develop-
ment Fund funding which is also be-
ing used to retrofit all seven public 
council buildings, making them fit 
for the future by installing measures 
such as new insulation and solar 
panels. Yet the Council’s buildings 
only create a small fraction of emis-
sions in Craven – a quarter come 
from our homes. 

Coming soon... substantial extracts 
from “A Yorkshire Misfit” by Caro-
lyne Lobb - not here for this issue 
because of pressure on space. Also 
usually available from Limestone 
Books in the Shambles.
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For those of you who might have 
admired the portrait of the new 

managing editor on the front of our 
December edition the following may 
be of interest....

Stanley is a sprocker, a cross be-
tween a cocker and a springer span-
iel a gentle natured dog with vertical 
take off...

There are a number of other new 
cross breeds which have become 
popular during the pandemic....

Collie + Lhasa Apso or Collapso. A 
dog which folds up for easy transport

Pointer + Setter or Poinsetter, the 
traditional Christmas pet

Pekinese + Lhasa Apso or Peekasso, 
an abstract dog

Irish Water Spaniel+ English Spring-
er Spaniel or Irish Spring, a dog 
clean and fresh as mountain air.

Terrier + Bulldog or Terribull, not a 
good dog

Bloodhound + Labrador or Bladador, 
a dog that barks incessantly

Malamute + Pointer or Moot Point, 
owned by....oh, well, it doesn’t mat-
ter anyway

Collie + Malamute or Commute, a 
dog that travels to work

Deerhound + Terrier or Derriere, a 
dog thats true to the end

Bull Terrier + Shitzu... you may be 
able to work this out!

HARRISON & CROSS LTD

MARK WATSON
HOME & GARDEN MAINTENANCE

No job too small, reasonable rates

015242 6203807759 680938

All types of garden work, digging, planting
fencing, mowing, strimming etc
Demolition, dry lining,insulating

pointing, rendering, painting

C Marshall 
Plumbing, Heating 

&  Gas Engineer

 ! Boiler installations, servicing, repairs
 !  Bathrooms and plumbing
 ! Landlords gas safety certificates

EEsstt  11996600

Bank Buildings, High Street,  Settle. BD24 9EX
Tel: 01729 822627 or 07961 385 266

BATHROOM SHOWROOM
&

TILE CENTRE
clivemarshallplumbers@gmail.com
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Next issue APRIL Closing date for copy and advertising the beginning of 
the previous month, or FRIDAY 4th MARCH. Material received after that 
date MAY not be included. 
Electronic submission (as an e-mail attachment preferred) to e-mail 
address below. Hard copy to Castleberg Outdoors, Cheapside, Settle who 
have kindly agreed to act as a receiving point.

EDITORIAL
The News is published by THE SETTLE AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
NEWS and printed by Caric Press, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 3TD
The Editors reserve the right to edit any material submitted for publication

 Views or opinions expressed are those of the author, not necessarily  Views or opinions expressed are those of the author, not necessarily 
those of the Editor.those of the Editor.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Ordinary commercial advertisements are charged at the rates below.
Charity Rates: No charge will be made to advertise “charity events” or 
matters of general social interest. If entry to an event is to be charged for 
then our normal advertising terms apply.
Please make cheques payable to Settle & District Community News to:-  
Fieldhouse Barn, Austwick, via Lancaster,  North Yorkshire LA2 8DD.

ADVERTISING RATES 
boxed advertisements

Half page 95 x 128 mm OR 190 x 63 mm £68  
Quarter page 95 x 63 mm   OR  47 x 128 mm £34 
Eighth page 47 x 63 mm    £17
These rates are per issue     10% discount for an annual contract (six issues)
All Advertisements Are to be prepAid. Advertising contact (01524) 251868

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Voluntary subscriptions and payments may be made to: 
 Nat West Bank, 01-07-93   Ac No: 53002016

PRODUCTION TEAM

 Alastair Cook Editor
 Barry Forster Treasurer
Ian Gray   Secretary &     
  distribution

e-mail: settlenews@lawkland.org
This e-mail address sometimes 
acts oddly so: 

PLEASE ASK FOR 
CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT
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Fully Licenced Café & Restaurant
Serving home cooked meals with locally sourced ingredients

Specials Board available everyday
Local Real Ales from 3 Peaks Brewery

We can cater for all kinds and sizes of funcon: 
Funcon suite, training and meeng rooms available
Open from 9am until 9pm everyday through summer

Knight Stainforth Hall Camping & Caravan Park, Lile Stainforth, Sele

01729 822200
e-mail: info@the-knights-table.co.uk
Website:  www.the-knights-table.co.uk
Facebook:  eat at the knights table
Twier: @knights_Table_
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